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Golden Age Of Wresting 
OLDIES BUT GOODIES 

The latest entry in the wrestiing-on- 
cable sweepstakes is a program that 
features neither Hulk Hogan nor Ric 
Flair nor The Road Warriors nor any- 
‘one else you're likely to have seen in 
action for the past decade or two. 

The Golden Age Of Wrestling, a 
‘one-hour program scheduled to be- 
gin airing in December on Sunday 
evenings at 11 p.m. (Eastem time) 
will present classic matches featuring 
classic stars such as Gorgeous 
George, Bobo Brazil, Killer Kowalski 
Antonino Rocca, Buddy Rogers, Lou 
Thes; and the Basiens Those 
matches will be aired with the origi- 
nal play-by-play commentary fully 
intact. 

The program wil be aired on 
SCORE, the sports programming ser- 
vice of FNN (Financial News Net- 
work) which is avalable to more 
than 12 million homes nationwide. 

SCORE's General Manager, Amie 
Rosenthal, notes that in the 1950s, 
television “revolved around three 
things: Uncle Miltie, Howdy Doody, 
and professional wrestling. Starting 
next month, we offer old-time fans a 
chance to indulge in nostalgia. Gold- 
en Age will also give all the new, 
younger wrestling fans a comparison 
with their current idols.” 

“There is no comparison," assert 
ed veteran wrestling journalist Matt 
Brock. "These men transcended the 


Buddy Rogers and Kiler Kowalski have to be pulled apart during one of hei classic conlrontations 
‘during the early 1960s. Many wresting fans wil be able to see such matches on SCORES The 


sport of wrestling, and theyidid so 
without rock ‘n’ roll or flashy videos 
or any of the other nonsense so prev. 
alent these days; well, except maybe 
Gorgeous George, but then he was 
the original original, the man who set 
the pace for everything that's going 


today. 

"As for someone like Rocca,” 
Brock continued, “his athletic ability 
was a thing of beauty to behold. And 
Thesz, a stime NWA World cham- 
pion; what more can you say? I hope 
a lot of today's fans will take the time 
to study these matches. What some 
of these legends lack in flash and 
dash they make up for in subtlety of. 
skill and strategy. I think this is the 
best development for wrestling on 
television in years." 

SCORE also broadcasts Polynesian 
Pro Wrestling under the banner 
NWA Wrestling From Hawaii on Sat- 
urday evenings at 9 pm. (Eastem 
time), and repeats that program 
Wednesdays at midnight (Pacific 
time) 


POWERTEAM U.S.A. WANTS YOU! 

Do you stand more than six feet 
tall? Do you weigh in at more than 
240 pounds? Do you possess a body 
that would make Kemy Von Erich 
think twice about meeting you in a 
posedown? Have you already carved 
out a niche in the world of power- 
lifting, gymnastics, bodybuilding, or 


amateur wrestling? Do you harbor a 
sense of patriotism that would make 
Sot. Slaughter snap you a salute? 

Then maybe you're cut out to be- 
come a member of Powerteam 
USA. 

What's that, you say? You've never 
heard of Powerteam USA? Well, 
neither have most other wrestling 
fans. But if team manager Rick 
Bassman has his way, the entire 
wrestling world will soon be talking 
about Powerteam U.S.A. 

The “concept” of Powerteam 
USA, as Bassman explains it, is to 
assemble four good-looking, strong, 
intelligent, patriotic athletes into an 
all-American wrestling machine. 


Imagine the strength and power of 
The Road Warriors combined with 
the attitude and sensibilities of Barry 


Powerteam USA's Garland Donoho and Mark 
Miler are imposing figures. The only question 
about them is: Can they wrestle? 

Windham and Dusty Rhodes and the 
physiques and looks of the Von 
Erichs, and you have an idea of what 
Powerteam USA. is supposed to be 
all about. 

Bassman currently has three mem- 
bers in his team: Steve "Flash" Bor- 
den (64", 270 pounds), Garland “The 
Glory” Donoho (Pl", 260 pounds), 
and Mark "Commando" Miller (6", 
268 pounds). Bassman has had some 
trouble maintaining his desired quar- 
tet, and he's currently searching for a 
fourth wrestler to round out the team. 
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There are already three men who 
can be called "former members" of 
Powerteam U.S.A., men whose basic 
stats alone make one wonder where 
they might tum up in the sport some- 
day: Jim "The Justice" Hellwig (597, 
285), Jerry Botbyl (6'6", 296), and Ed 
Brock (63^, 215) 

Former members notwithstanding, 
Bassman has brought Borden, 
Donoho, and Miller—Flash, The Glo- 
iy, and Commando—to rings in 
Southem California, and Powerteam 
USA, is set to compete in a series of 
matches in the Polynesian Pro Wres- 
ting area. 

Meanwhile, Bassman continues to 
look for a fourth man to round out 
the Powerteam U.S.A. quartet. Think 
you can make the grade? Write to 
Rick Bassman in care of this maga- 
zine (include a photo of yourself, 
and we'll forward your letter to him 
at his California office. 

‘And who knows? Maybe someday 
you'll find yourself in the ring against 
van and Nikita Kolof Or maybe 
even The Road Warriors. 


SERVICE WITH A SMILE? 

The Iron Sheik was sentenced to a 
year's probation in October alter be- 
ing convicted of third-degree assault 
following an incident at a Connecti- 
cut Tumpike service station last Au- 
gust, The Bridgeport Post reported. 

The charge stemmed from a scuf- 
fle between the Sheik and l7year- 
old Antonio Torrez. Reportedly, the 
Sheik pulled into the gas station and 
abusively demanded that Torrez fll 
his tank and clean his windshield. 
According to Tomez when he 
couldn't find a squeegee, the Sheik 
swore loudly, allegedly slapped 
Torrez in the mouth, threw money for 
the gas on the ground, spat on the 
money, and drove away. 

Said Torez: "I was honored to 
have him in my gas station. I was 
never so polite to anyone. I asked 
him for his autograph when he first 
pulled in. He told me to shut up.” 

The Sheik's lawyer, Michael Sher- 
man, disagreed. Sherman said that 
Torrez provoked the incident by say- 
ing he would not clean the wind- 
shield of "any effing Iranian 
communist" 


The newspaper article reported 
that The Iron Sheik had no previous 
arrests or convictions, which is not 
quite accurate, The Sheik was 
charged with assault in New Jersey 
last February for allegedly throwing a 
chair at a wrestling fan at West Mi- 
ford High School. According to a 
West Milford Municipal Court 
spokesman, that case is still pending 
and the arrest wil not be officially 
registered until it is disposed. 


RANDOM NOTES 

The Missing Link had been re 
ported missing from the WWF, but 
then he tumed up in the World Class 
area under the management of Percy 
Pringle. Now the Link is being man- 
aged in Texas by Sunshine in wh 
has got to be the beauty and the 
beast story of the 'Büs. These devel- 
opments, by the way, come in the 
wake of the trade between Jimmy 
Hart and Bobby Heenan, in which 
Hart received the contracts of Link 
and Adrian Adonis in retum for the 
tight to manage King Kong Bundy. 
Did Hart get shortchanged in this 
deal, or did he sell the contract of 
the link to Pringle in order to f- 
nance some new venture? ... Bil 
Dundee and Dutch Mantel recently 
captured the MidSouthem tag team 
title fom The Fabulous Ones; that 
championship had been seesawing 
between the Fabs and The Kiwi 
Sheepherders for months. The vic- 


tory makes Mantel a double 
beliholder in the MidSouthem area: 
‘Two days before that taif team vic- 
tory, he won the Mid-Southem Inter- 
national tile from Phil Hickerson 
The Montreal wrestling commission 
lifted its ban on women's wrestling 
just a few months ago, allowing 
Wendi Richter to make her debut in 
that city. The WWF women's cham- 
pion scored a stunning victory over 
top challenger The Black Spider. 
Richter also won a sever-woman bat- 
ie royal held in Poughkeepsie, New 
York ... Sheik Adnan Al-Kaissie 
will be managing Nord The Barbar- 
ian in the AWA. That's the same 
man who was known as The Barbar- 
ian in the Mid-South area. He's not to 
be confused with Konga The Bar- 
baran in the World Championship 
area or Conan The Barbarian, who 
doesn't even wrestle ... Eddie Gil- 
bert and The Nightmare are the new 
Mid-South tag team champions, hav- 
ing defeated Wendell Cooley and Al 
Perez ... Fred Blassie is managing 
Hercules Hernandez in the WWF. 
Some fans may not recognize Hercu- 
les so quickly, though—Blassie 
seems to be feeding him well, and 
he's lost much of the iron-hard phy- 
sique that made him so impressive in 
Florida and the World Class area 
Bob Backlund has been named as- 
sistant wrestling coach at Central 
Connecticut State University . . . Greg 
“Herculoid” Boyd and Leon White, 
a pair of former pro football players, 
are now wrestling in the AWA. Boyd, 
a former Green Bay Packer and Oak- 
land Raider, stands 68" and weighs 
325 pounds; White played with the 
Denver Broncos, stands 65" and 
weighs 5 


THE LAST WORD 

NWA World champion Ric Flair, 
speaking to Wrestling 86 Senior Edi- 
tor Bill Apter on the “Pro Wrestling 
Tlustrated Scouting Report" segment 
of WIBS The Best Of World 
Championship Wrestling. “You, at 
160 pounds sitting over there all dri- 
ed up, don't have the right to tell me 
about professional wrestling.” This 
really was the last word, becatise 
soon after saying it, Flair stormed off. 
the set. ü 
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IN THIS CORNER 


NE OF THE most distressing tends in wrestling 

today has nothing to do with rulebreaking, and very 
litle to do with rock 'n' roll Yet it threatens the very 
existence of professional wrestling as we know it. 

Wrestlers are getting too damn muscular. 

Make a mental list of the heavily hyped young wres- 
ers over the past five years. Some are exceptionally 
talented, some are farcical, most lie somewhere in be- 
tween. But too many of them look like they stepped 
gleaming out of the centerfold of a bodybuilding mag. 

The sight of all those rippling abs and powerful pecs 
tensing and flexing for the fans doesnt thrill me with 
secretly envious awe. Ordinarily, I can excuse the body- 
builders’ passion as harmless eccentricity. Who cares if 
some poor obsessive wishes to tum his natural, God- 
given physique into a bizare, lumpy mutation? Its their 
beeswax if they'd rather waste precious hours of leisure 
time pumping iron instead of bowling or shooting a 
round of miniature golf 

But every six hours spent grinding away at a greasy 
Nautilus is six hours that could have been spent sparring 
in the ring. Perfecting maneuvers. Formulating 
counterholds. Leaming how to cheat, or defend against it 
Tn short, confronting the reality of the ring instead of fine- 
chiseling their cuts. 

‘Weight training is a valuable adjunct to any taining 
regimen, certainly. But the new breed of grapplers 
spends far too much time trying to outpose Schwarzen- 
egger and too litle time figuring out how to pin Flair 
And you can’t reverse a figurefour leglock with your 
biceps. 

‘Unfortunately, the bodybuilding trend in wrestling is 
part and parcel of the mass idiocy of our times. We are 
fascinated by a cultural iconography of brute strength 
and power in the Endless Eighties. He-Man rides rough- 
shod over the cosmos. The President arm-wrestles in the 
Oval Office. Welfare mothers blow their checks on 
megavitamins. And the workout'ti-youpuke mentality 
has gravely affected wrestling. 

You may think all this will lead to the inevitable back- 
hand editorial chop at one of our three world champions. 
Come on, I wouldn't fog that issue for more than a 
Paragraph or 10. Suffice to say that Ric Flair and Rick 
Martel outwrestle their men, and Honey Nut Hogan 
tosses them around like styrofoam barbells. 

But I don't mean to insinuate that Hogan or any of the 
other musclemaniacs fail to utilize their strength in match 


MUSCLEMEN 
MUST GO! 


es. Hogan wins with his muscles, no doubt about that 
And he'd better, But a match in which raw strength is the 
only factor is stale and embarrassingly simplistic. It strips 
away other factors like speed, strategy, and finesse. More 
than any other sport, wrestling exposes the staggeringly 
complex psychodynamics of one-on-one combat. It also 
celebrates individuality unlike any other sport; there are 
no specialists or “role players" (e.g., placekickers, goal- 
tenders) in wrestling. But the muscle boys are, for the 
most part, stamped out of the same mold, and they wres- 
de one-dimensionally. 

After all, I don't blame the raw egg gulpers, the Ho- 
gans and Hayneses and Halls of the world, for pushing 
their weight (and weights) around. It's how they've 
leamed to win, in and out of the ring. 

But it ain't wrestling. As a fan, and as a hyperanalytical 
journalist, it bores me. A lumbering bearhug cannot com- 
pare with the subtle grace and beauty of a reverse spin 
hing neckbreaker. Even a thundering bodyslam will look 
crude and somewhat juvenile compared to the astonish- 
ing dynamics of the scorpion leglock. 

Another thing that bums me about the bodybuilders is 
that they dehumanize wrestling. You hear a lot of pop 
sociology prattle about how fans go to wrestling 
matches because, in the words of one great big wres- 
tler, “They like to see great big guys beat each other 
up.” Sure that's true to an extent, but there's more to it 
than that. We identify with or revile the grapplers we 
see. You don't fill arena seats by putting humongous 
robots in the ring. We care, deeply, about the human 
drama unfolding within the tumbuckles. Most of the 
greatest wrestlers of the past and present have been 
bigger than average, buit along the same lines as 
hardhats, or lumberjacks, or the bouncers at the neigh- 
borhood bar. Guys wide enough in the middle to catch. 
bruises without flinching. Guys who wouldn't tum heads. 
You can't visualize the serious muscle boys jamming a 
time card down at the loading dock. They don't look like. 
people at all 

What it all boils down to is this: Wake up, bodybuild- 
ers, put down the protein shake and smell the coffee, 
Raw strength is but a small muscle fibre in the tangled, 
wonderful web that is professional wrestling. And God 
bless Dusty Rhodes. Here's hoping for your continued 
success in the ring. You and Adrian Adonis can keep 
wrestling out of the sweaty mitts of the male models. 
Jim Schuermann is an Associate Editor of this magazine 
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MANAGER’S FORUM 


OWDY, EVERYONE. I'd like to 

thank Wrestling 86 for allowing 
me this space to air my views. Im 
very anxious to clear up a lot of the 
mystery that surrounds my job and 
myself, because I know from several 
conversations I've had with fans just 
how deep the misunderstandings 
mun, 

Air cleaner No. 1: Lam not a valet. 
Yes, at one painful juncture of my 
career I cared the robes and ca- 
tered to the needs of Gorgeous Jim 
Garvin. What many people didn't re- 
alize was that I also provided Garvin 
with bits of strategy and advice 
which he used and took credit for. 
Afer that relationship unhappily end. 
ed, I vowed never to be put in a 
subservient position again. I was 
made to do better things than clean a 
man's shorts. From then on I consid- 
ered myself a manager, although it's 
taken until recently to be accepted as such by the public 
and by my peers. Now my opinions are valued through- 
out the wrestling world and I get several requests a day 
from wrestlers to take them on as clients. Again, I am not 
a valet, I am a manager. 

Air cleaner No. 2: Men do not leave me. Recently, I 
have had a rash of wrestlers I was advising move on to 
other territories and in each case there is a valid explana- 
tion. Billy Jack Haynes is one of my best friends in the 
world. He came to the World Class area as a favor to me, 
to help me in my ongoing crusade against rulebreakers 
He came despite knowing that his father was extremely 
ill back in Portland. We both knew that our alliance was 
a temporary one, subject to his other commitments and 
his father's health. After Rip Oliver injured him, however, 
it was made to seem as if he fled the World Class and 
fled from our contract. Nothing could be further from the 
truth. Billy Jack was planning on going home a week 
later anyway. 

Next to join my cause was Hercules Hernandez, whose 
contact I considered something of a major coup. Her- 
nandez had always been a notorious rlebreaker whose 
disregard for the safety of others made him one of the 
most dangerous men in the ring. I convinced Hernandez 
how foolish his atütude was. I was able to show him that 
respect and popularity are important considerations for a 
professional wrestler. The fact that he left soon afterward 


‘Sunshine, whose career started in the shadows of 
im Garvin, has become one of the 
most powerful forces is the sport of wrestling, 


SUNSHINE: 
DON’T CALL HER A VALET 


didn't discourage me. If I could have 
persuaded a man of Hercules’ skils 
and bniality to change his tactics for 
one day, then I would have felt suc- 
cessful. As it tumed out, he was with 
me for almost two months. 

Finally there was Kabuki and his is 
the only case where I question my 
judgment Kabuki, like Hernandez, 
was a man smitten with bitterness, 
which he turned into horrible and vi- 
olent acts in the rings. However, I 
was able to break through to Kabuki 
and convince him that the right path 
was the one that I and men like the 
Von Erichs walked on. Kabuki 
succeeded beyond my wildest 
dreams. Together we devised a strat- 
egy that made him practically 
unbeatable. 

Now for the problems. As many of 
you know, and which 1 have not 
gone out of my way to hide, is a litle 
romance has struck up between Scott Casey and myself, 
Im a professional and I take my job as seriously as 
anyone else, but I'm also a woman. What Scott and I 
have is special and I'm not embarrassed by it. And that's 
all Im going to say on the subject. Except the romance 
backfired one day when I lost my head. 

Mark Lewin had illegally kicked Kabuki and was beat- 
ing him up unmercifilly. Scot, watching from a monitor 
in the dressing room, came to Kabuki's aid. He stomped 
Lewin fom the ring and helped Kabuki to his feet 
Caught up in all the excitement, I leaned over and kissed 
Scott, thanking him. I had never displayed any affection. 
toward Scott in Kabuki's presence, thinking that it might 
upset his delicate balance, This time I lost my head, 

Well, Kabuki went berserk. He ripped into Scott, beat 
up the ring announcer, and smacked me. But I accept it. 
This business that I have chosen to be in is violent and 
unpredictable. I was aware of what I was getting into 
when I began managing Kabuki. I don't mind lying in my 
bed as long as I've made it. 

A lot of you must be wondering about the Missing 
link. Afer my experience with Kabuki, I'm a litle hesi- 
tant about taking on wrestlers who eat with their fingers 
and howl at the moon. But the Link is too good to pass 
up. I think I can tum him into a world champion. But 
more important, I think he can clean up the area of 
muebreakers. Thats still my number one goal. n 
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CROSSFIRE 


BILL APTER: Jake Roberts, how the 
heck are you? Last time I saw you, 
you chased me from out of a Dallas 
dressing room with a chair leg. 
JAKE ROBERTS: Did I now, Bill? 
Heh heh heh. Sorry about that, old 
man, but I'm sure I had me some 
good reason. You can be such a 
damned nuisance some times, 
y'know, 

BA: Well, I don't know about that. It 
seemed back then you had a chip 
on your shoulder for everyone. Quite 
a bit has happened since Dallas, 
Jake. Care to talk? 

EDDIE ELLNER: Yeah, how does it 
feel to hear all those intelligent fans 
out there scream, "Go Jake! Yeah 
Jake! Kill Jake! Duh, Jake! Love ya 
Jake!” Makes you long for those days 
when no one would bother you, 
huh? 

JR: Ahh, I don’t mind it so much. 
It's better than having people throw 


The unedited transcript follows 
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Jake Roberts has been the beneficiary of the fans 
‘ull support in his war against Humongous, Ted 
DiBiase, Steve Wikams, and The Barbarian, who 
has let the Mid South. 


things at you I guess. Sometimes it 
helps me in the ring, gives me a 
little encouragement. Sometimes it 
don't. I don't know. 

EE: Whoa, Jake, not that we want to 
pin you down or anything, but our 
editors feel that you tuming from no- 
torious rulebreaking slimeball to sim- 
pering fan favorite passes as big 
news. I guess this was a slow month. 
BA: What Eliner means to ask is that 
ever since your feud with The Bar- 
barian, the fans have rallied behind 
you. Your DDT is now a favorite 
crowd chant. How does that affect 
you? 

EE: Since when did you become my 
interpreter? You who think detriment 
is a city in Michigan. 

JR: Hells bells, fellas, I'll answer the 
damn question if it'll shut you two 
up. Cheers, y'know, they're good 
when you get 'em but once you 


start looking forward to ‘em, or 
banking on them, then you'll find 
yourself in trouble. Support from the 
crowd gets me going in a tough 
match. But PI tell you something. 
Back when the crowd booed me, 
that got me going, too. I guess I just 
like a lot of noise, 

BA: And you've been hearing it ever 
since you split with The Barbarian. 
What have you got to say about that 
whole situation? 

JR: First thing I want to say is that 
The Barbarian is young, dumb, and 
dead. Akbar, who I was associated 
with at the time, begged me to team 
with Barbarian. He needed someone 
with my experience to guide The 
Barbarian. I did it. The Barbarian 
fulfilled my paternal instincts. He 
reminded me of myself when I was 
first breaking into the sport. So I 


JAKE ROBERTS 


Almost everyone in the sport of wrestling has deep respect for Senior Editor Bill Apter. 
Associate Editor Eddie Ellner is an exception. He doesn’t care for Apter 

or his views on professional wrestling. Each issue, these two editors will grill a wrestler 
about hot issues in his career, catching the grappler in the CROSSFIRE! 


taught him. I was patient with his 
mistakes. I tolerated the times that 
he cost us several matches. I gave 
him advice not only about wres- 
tling, but about life. So what hap- 
pened? The ungrateful SOB tums on. 
me. He refuses my tag. He jumps 
me when my back is tumed, That 
boy isn't very smart. And he's not 
very interested in keeping himself 
alive, 
BA: Did you teach him the DDT? 
JR: The DDT cannot be taught. It is 
a borin ability. I had trouble 
teaching The Barbarian an armbar, 
If I wanted to teach the DDT, I 
could retire from the ring, because 
every wrestler in the world would 
pay me to learn the only real finish- 
ing maneuver in the sport. Teach 
The Barbarian the DDT? Ha! I 
wouldn't teach my mother the DDT! 
EE: I recently had occasion to speak 
10 Steve Willams, and according to 
him, you are among the first people 
on his hit list. Aren't you a little 
worried? 
JR: I'm not frightened of anyone. 
You don't survive in this business 
without a half gallon of guts and re- 
sources. If those three come at me I 
have provisions. I am ready. DiBi- 
ase and Williams are number one 
and two on my hit list. I don't care 
about the past. I'm looking to the 
future. For me the future is bright 
and productive; for them its dark 
and filled with pain. And you can 
tell Williams I think he’s nothing 
but a scurvy football playing cow- 
ard. He has no business in this busi- 
ness, 
BA: Really the big news as far as 
you're concemed, Jake, is your up- 
coming match aginst Humongous. If 
you win, then you get five minutes 
(Continued on page 58) 
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“Ted DiBiase and Steve Williams 
are numbers one and two on my 
hit list. See, I don't care about the 
past. I’m looking to the future. 
For me, the future is bright; for 
them, the future is dark, dirty, 
and filled with pain.” 


SCOUTING REPORT 


Avid wrestling fans, like the wrestlers themselves, keep close tabs on the career 
progress of their favorite stars. As a service to our readers, Wrestling 86 invites 
you to clip this page, save it, and compare this issue's “Scouting Report” with 
those of future featured wrestlers 


SPEED: Ric Flair is not as fast as Speedy Gonzalez or Carl 
Lewis, or even as fast as a 22-year-old Ric Flair, but the NWA 
champion moves quickly enough to wrap any wrestler in the 
world up in his figure-four leglock and that's speed enough to 
kill. Fair's speed is notorious in removing him from any poter- 
Sat ether Gage a mon fa wd Rus 

dreds of times in tighty fought contests. B+ 


STRENGTH: Fair's power is a deceptive device. Because his 
technique i so smooth, fans aren't aware of his natural strength 
In taining for his bouts against Russian strongman Nikita Koloft, 
Fair has stepped up his weight taining to a point where he can 
benchpress 35) pounds, an astounding number for a man 
weighing 243 pounds. I you were pointing toward this 

Category as a baw in Piles arsenal bok agin B + 


TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: Pair is the consummate ring 
technician. Choose any wresting move and Flair can either 
apply i, reverse &, or remove it. He has survived the Von Erich 
claw, the Kolot clothesline, the Magnum T.A. belytobely su 
plex. and the Dusy Rhodes bionic elbow. His svatogios ebb 
and foy, creating openings and Sling gaps whenever the need 
arises The Pair syle is the paradigm taught in wres- 

"ling schools throughout the county. A+ 


PHYSICAL CONDITION: A Ric Flair appetizer is any match 
completed in under 30 minutes, While most wrestlers begin 
coughing blood at that point, Fair is just setting in. The champ 
has been known to wrestle four and five 60-minute matches a 
week. That kind of pace either kills a man or makes him damn 
near invincible. As Pair has been NWA champion for four out of 
the past fve years, wresting the ene ime Uke a Sal M 

ve, figure out what the pace has done for him. E 


RING INTELLIGENCE: While he's never expressed a desire 
to manage, Flair would undoubtedly excel in that role, There is no 
one beter in dissecting an opponents weakness and then tans 
ing that lnowledege into efective acion than Pair. He fustaies 
1S opponents phpacaly, by defying thes every move; peycholog- 
caly. by mámsasung a calm colder than winter. You rarely see 
Faz upset and you rarely see him enraged, As if by some magic 
syrthess fis every emotion becomes processed for action. This is 
coe man wh can Sisk on has Teet. And on his sonach, RE 

his head, and his k + 


OVERALL GRADE: Ric Fair did not become the number 
one ranked wrestler in the world by accident. In describing the 
NWA champ, many adjectives apply—cool, shrewd, smart, 
quick, strong, canny—the list is nearly endless, and so is the 
Nature Boy's potential. Each passing season has seen Flair im- 
prove a part of his game- tightening a hold, increasing his en- 
durance, augmenting his power—and many critics feel that he is 
ve years away from his prime. It is an honor to 

aman write lis own ticket into the Hal of Fame. F 


Wrestling 


Its no accident that Randy Savage is being touted in 
some circles as the second coming of Jimmy Snuka in 
the World Wrestling Federation. The parallels are strik- 
ing, and they may prove to be prophetic. 

Jimmy Snuka currently wrestling in Hawaii, was al 
ready a successful championship wrestler with several 
titles to his credit before he entered the WWF in early 
1962. But it was in the WWF that he enjoyed the most 
publicity and renown, even though he didn't win a bel 
there. Capt. Lou Albano managed him as a rulebreakei 
but Snuka benefitted from nearly as many (though appre 
ciably quieter) cheers as Bob Backlund during their epic, 
unforgettable battles for the WWF Worid championship. 
When Snuka split with Albano due to alleged francia 
mismanagement, his initially timid undercurrent of fan 
support bubbled over into outright adulation. 

The fans loved Snuka's thrilling, dangerous aerial at- 
tacks, most notably his Superfly leap from the top rope. 
Part of his attraction stemmed from the sense of wonder 
with which circus audiences respond to aerialists: Every 


Superfly leap was prefaced with the unspoken realization 
that it could be Smuka's last if he missed. Snuka's cour- 
age, combined with an Olympian physique and under- 
stated manner of speaking, won for him the “Most Popu- 
lar Wrestler” award in the 1983 Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
readers’ poll. 

Randy Savage is also a distinguished, proven champion 
who has lately been swamped by the WWF limelight. As 
Snuka was, he is their most popular rulebreaker, and his 
attributes are quite similar: crowd-pleasing aerial tactics 
and a body that would make him boss of any beach. So 
far, The Macho Man has been more arrogant and inde- 
pendent than Snuka and he gives no indication of com- 
ing clean in the near future, But history shows how rule- 
breakers with a hardcore fan following tend to change 
their minds about their tactics 

For this edition of “Head to Head,” we have asked four 
experts, Rocky Johnson, Jerry Lawler, Hugo Savinovich, 
and David Shultz to select the winner of a Snuke-Savage 
dream matchup, 
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HUGO SAVINOVICH 

Wow! This bate woud be a magnificent 
brani! | would ty to make the commenary 
lor this one, because all of the ringside seats 
would be swept away wo hous ater the 
box otce opened! 

T have seen both these gladiators in action 
in Puerto Rico, where the mos tying, sai 
tic warfare in professional wresting does oc- 
cur. To see these luchadores ín a typically 
moholisbamed sening at, for exam 
Roberto Clemente Coliseum would be = 
than a housewife could bear, brother. Blood must fw! 

Tris very ficu for me to choose a winner in this dream match. But 
{tT had to 1 would choose Randy Savage, a muscular young man with a 
damn hard eye. 1 see power in his atack; he does not care about his 
pain. He is bad, very bad, one son ofa ... Dios, 1 cannot repeat the 
Proper tem, for i tandaion would seem insuling rabe 
complimentary. 

"The man called Snuka is an excellent wresler, but he is a mamboy. 1 
am ataid that he las run from his enemies in the WWF. It has made 
him sof and one can see unspoken fear in his eyes. He has given t00 
much blood, and T hear hat Rs neck, which was once broken. is not 
healed to its fullest capacity. He is scared boy tell me in the dark 
arenas where such words of gossip circulate. I am a veteran of the 
ting, and 1 do not choose to ignore such words. 

Continuing, Mr. Snuka i less than sure of that which he warts. Mi 
Savage i very sure. Therefore, I must choose Randy Savage to win this 
match. These two men enjoy similar sd, but one man has hunger 
Please believe me, 1 with skill and hunger mus win 
Hago Savinovich, acknowledged as the greatest manager a مق‎ histo- 
sy of Caribbean wrestling, currently announces WWE wrestling and 
à bilingual presentation of Mid-Atlantic wrestling. 


JERRY LAWLER 

Jeez, tis is tough. 1 ke Sanika, because he 
respects the rules and honors wrestling every 
time be steps ino the ring. But I have to go 
with a scum who neatly ended my career, 
Jast because he is objectively the best wres- 
"er in a clasical sense. 

You know, readers, if you see Jeny 
lawier's name on a byline like this, analyzing 
ther wreslers, Il be ooking for a particular 
‘Sa. Yes sir, you guessed i. And Randy Sav 
age is superior, ramely because I never saw 


's accomplished in wresting. I think he's 
equal of Savage, if not even bener, at aerial techniques. But gym 


ix lonesome. You've got to go with the 
gh out there 

asy at suplexes. Wih al that strength, you'd think he'd 
work on them some more, but he's bad at leverage. That's why he 
depends on hands, fes. and aerial routines to win matches—he's tom 
ble ing a man up and droping hus on his back o head, He wont 
e same reason. He'd drop his opponent, and 

the quy would package him i a ph. 

Don't get me wrong. I hate Randy Savage. I'l never forgive him for 
what he's done to me But Tm an aris and | lke to take a broad 
general view of things. Randy Savage, a slime to fester in any tolet 
Bowi, is a bener wreder than Jimmy Snuka. He knows how 0 
pledtive, and he knows his sidewinder suplexes. As much as | like 
Sula, hed be no match for Savage's technical skil. 

Jerry Lawler has been the dominant force in Mid Souther wrestling 
for several years. He is not only one ofthe finest scientific grapplers 
in the sport, bat a supreme analyst of the squared circle. 


DAVID SHULTZ 

Shoot, here aint no contest here, 
h would be a slaughter 

1 beat that Polynesian crud Snuka 10 a 
bloody pulp every time 1 fought him in the 
Wimpy Wrestling Federation. No contes, 
man. [m the man who chased Sauka outa 
the WWE- just like everybody else, he was 
runnin’ and screamin’ when he tated the 
bad medicine Dr. Death prescribed 

‘And then theres Savage. Man, there's a 
tough dude. [teamed up with him in Tennes- 
see—my home state and the greatest state in the county—and | know 
he can take it and dish tout ike a man. When be goes fying through 
the air, he ain't doing it 1o get some fat sows in the font row of on his. 
good looks Jungle Boy lands on his own sek, with that supid 
Dodypress, but Savage lands on his feet and whomps his man ight in 
the head. No nonsense, no fancy-Dan scientie crap. He knows how io 
beat a man up, 

Look at that junge boy Snuka and the way he sucks up tothe عمط‎ 
‘They don't know nothing about the sport, and he dont either, so they 
ova him for it He's got big muscles, Tl give him credit for that, so- 
hell use them to hold a prelim bum in a headloce or an scdock or 
five minutes and purse his lips and grimace at the fans Ike i's a big 
deal Randy's a pro, and he'd squash him lie an overipe banana 

Most of all, Randy Savage has guts He's a mest eater, chewing on 
raw steak for breskbs every day. That balds brains as mich as 
bodies, Schnooka's gorila momma raised him up on coconut milk, and 
he cant even move gacefiliy. mich less think 
by a mie. 

David Shultz has been a major contender in both the WWF and the 
Mid Southern region over the past two years. He has teamed with 
Savage and opposed Snuka. 


Ys 


ROCKY JOHNSON 
This would be the kind of match Td pay 
ney to see. I specialise in aerial tactics 
nell, and 1s only too rre that two of the 
other high-ivers get matched up. 

Overall, though, think it would be no con- 
test Savage has been around a lot longer 
tan mos people think, so experience 

wouldnt be a factor. Both are equally strong, 

and they're both prety fat, so it would be a 

| icemp there as well The big diference in 
ULT their ملد‎ bes in the way they use their 

accal skills Savage is naturally ted, but is a waste. He looks 1o go to 
‘he top ofthe turnbuckle and jump on people outside the ring, but you 
cant win matches outside the ring. don understand why he thinks 
hitting an opponent tom midair is more efectve than a diopkick or 

vi bodypress Moe of his aerial moves have no apparent purpose. 
Jess Sa knows wit 1o do weh Nr len. dont know, dis a 


wring x Heal, Bs heen a pest‏ و 
scientie contender for nearly two decades. He is an acknowledged‏ 
master of the droplóck.‏ 


SCOREBOARD 


RIC FLAIR vs. LANCE VON ERICH 


Ric Flair has fought and won numer- 
ous batles in defense of his NWA 
‘World ttle, But you can't blame him for 
feeling besieged and oumumbered ev- 
ery time he puts the 10 pounds of gold 
on the line in Texas. He's waging war 
with a family there, and they keep 
spawning top 10 challengers. Yea, the 
champion once again walked into the 
valley of the Von Erichs, and once again 
stumbled off fortunate to retain his ile. 

But this time, it wasn't Kerry or Kevin 
or Mike who bedeviled the champion in 
Fort 1۷۵۵۲۶ Will Rogers Coliseum. It 
was Lance Von Erich, their strapping 
young cousin, who made the most of his 
fist crack at the gold. 

Fair entered the ring for this match 
looking a litle cockier than he ordinarily 
does in Texas, considering he generally 
has touble there. He apparently as- 
sumed that Lance's inexperience would 
simplify the task of tuming back the 
challenge. However, Lance, then th 
reigning Pacific Northwest champion 
‘surprised Flair early on with a rampag- 
ing offensive that left the champion beg 
ging for mercy. 

Gradually, Flair regained his wits and 
mounted his own offensive. For more 
than 20 minutes, the match was a nip- 
andtuck scientific struggle on the mat 
‘The two exchanged ambars, toeholds, 
and crushing headlocks with blinding 
rapidity. At one point, the challenger 
shocked the champ by reversing his 
legendary figure-four leglock with rela- 
tive ease. The heretofore unheralded 
lance seemed to stun Flair, he wrestled 
like a te Von Erich. 

As the battle progressed, Fair des 
perately tried fo disqualify himself and 
keep his ttle. On several occasions he 
intentionally bumped 
Manning, but Manning 
and would do no more than admonish 
him to continue wrestling. 

At the 28 minute mark, lance slapped 
on a well-positioned sleeperhold, similar 
im application to Kevin Von Ench's 
sleeper. Flair teetered on the edge of 
unconsciousness. lance's partisans in 
the crowd went wild at the prospect of 
another Von Erich world championship, 
but Flair managed to grab the ropes to 
force a break Lance released the hold 
cleanly, and a dazed, furious champion 
Kicked his challenger below the belt 
Flair then rolled out of the ring, but 
lance was only temporarily incapaciat 
ed and he followed suit, catching up 


Von Erich would surprise Flair with a quick escape from his figure-four leglock. 


with Namre Boy and failing away at him 
roundhouse lefts and nights. The 
led each other mercilessly 
‘ing, and Manning had no 

match with a dow- 


Lance attempts to backslide a reluctant champion. 


lance Von Ench may not have won 
the tile, but he won Ric Fair's respect 
and proved that he wasn't prematurely 
thrown to the lions im order to please 
the fans. Ric Flair now has yet another 
zeason to dread Texas tile defenses. 
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SCOREBOARD 


BRUTUS BEEFCAKE & GREG VALENTINE 
vs. DING BRAVO & KING TONGA 


They must feel like targets have been 
hastly scribbled on their broad backs. 
They are the WWF tag team champi 
ons, and they are marked for elimina- 
tion. On this particular evening, Greg 
Valentine and Brutus Beefcake’ faced 
Dino Bravo and King Tonga, two grossly 
undenated professionals hungering for 
national exposure. 

like other contending tag teams in 
the WWF, Bravo and Tonga have won 
dered aloud about the reigning champ 
‘ons’ abilities. In fact, they quested 
Jesse Ventura's “Body Shop" days be- 
fore the match, promising their Canadi 
an fans that they would bring the tag 
team belts to their next appearance in 
Jesse's makeshift soundstage weight 
room. Any of their matches with Valen- 
tine and Beefcake would mean m. 
than the tile; it would mean the 
ence between heroism and nationally 
televised embarrassment, 

Early on, the TongaBmvo combo 
dominated their foes with quick tag-outs 
and a smooth scientific offensive attack. 


Beefcake strangles Bravo with the tag rope. 


As the match wore on, fans could dis- 
Cem the champions basic weakness; 
Valentine held his own in the rng, but 
the less experienced Beefcake ate a lot 
of punishment and barely survived 

d pin attempts, At one point, Beef- 
double-bodysammed by the 
fan favorites, and only the referee's 
waming against doubleteaming saved 


۱۹ the dazed prety boy from a certain pin. 


Nonetheless, Beefcake can chalk up 
credit for the pinfal in the record 
books, thanks to some blatant interfer- 
ence fom manager Johnny Valiant, It 
could, in fact, be argued that Johnny 
Valiant should be the one-man tag team. 
champion, since his nefarious rulebreal 
ing has led to virtually all of his tag 
team’s victories Valiant reached into the 
zing and grabbed Bravo out by his leg. 
When the referee moved in to the 
break up this Impromptu altercation, 
Valentine and Beefcake weakened Ton 
ga with a doubleteam attack and tock 
pinfall when the ref got back into 
the ring. 


THE ROAD WARRIORS vs. 
THE FABULOUS FREEBIRDS 


This match, part of the Super Clash 
'85 card at Comiskey Park, marked the 
las stand for The Road Wamors as 
AWA tag team champions. It was their 
last defense of their tile, and it was, in 
retrospect, a crucial tuming point in 
their careers The nonpareil double- 
teamers nearly lost out at their own 
game. 

Entering the ring to the Southern-zoci 
squawk of "Badstreet US A." the ‘Birds 
seemed to revel in the resounding boos 
they received. Onlookers felt an eerie 
sense of deja vu; no tag team had so 
relished a crowds hated since 
Tony lommi’s "Iron Man" power chords 
aid down a murderous metal red carpet 
for the Legion of Doom, and Hawk and 
Animal rushed the ring with the fury of 
raving maniacs. 

However, Michael Hayes and Teny 
Gordy more than held their owm agains 
the Warriors’ onslaught. They beat 
Hawk into nearsubmission with ilegal 
tactics, but Hawk managed to tag off to 
Animal, whose attack lef the rebels 
moaning in agony. Meanwhile, The 


Road Warriors’ manager, Paul Ellering, 
brawled with Freebirds’ second Buddy 
Roberts outside the ring, and the refer- 
an out to break it up. When a grog- 
gy Hawk released the tag rope to he 
out his manager at ringside, Hayes and 
Gordy doublepounded Animal from 
Badsteet to Queersreet Realiing it 
was the perfect time for an illegal vic- 
tory, Gordy pounced on top of Animal, 
and a bewildered referee gave him the 
pinta 
The "Birds couldnt soar out of the 
ballpark without having a litle pain 
down their beaks, though, Firs, 
ion of Doom grabbed each of 
e Freebird tio by an ammi and noggin 
knocked them into each other. Then, 
afer The Freebirds had taken their new 


e AWA commissoners 


had reversed the decision after review- 
ing the replay on Comiske 
scoreboard. They barely had 


pose for promo shots with the new 
they were forced 10 


Hawk teaches Freebird Hayes to fh 
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SCOREBOARD 


DICK MURDOCH 
vs. BUTCH REED 


After taking the North American title 
from Dick Murdoch, Butch Reed has 
been anything but reluctant to put the 
tile up in rematches. As if the parici- 
pants in this feud needed added incen- 
tive, NWA champion Ric Flair is sched 
uled to tour the area shorly and wil 
make a mandatory defense against the 
man who holds the North American 
til, 

Murdoch took the early advantage in 
this struggle, weakening Reed's lef 


nee and focusing his attack on the bat. 
tered limb. Dicks figure-four leglock 
was broken at the point of submission, 


Murdoch chinlocks Reed. 


Murdoch was holding Reed's trunks to 
prevent a reversal. Butch tossed his foe 
‘Out of the ring in frustration, but Mur- 
doch dragged him out and repeatedly 
bludgeoned his bad leg against the 
ingpost. Returning to the ring, Murdoch 
attempted a piledtiver, but Reed hoist 
ed him over his shoulders before Dick 
could postion him for the blow. 

Reed and Murdoch pummeled each 
other into oblivion for nearly a 
Finally, an exhausted Reed again 
knocked the bloody veteran out of the 
ing, and Murdoch just couldn't make it 
back inside the ropes. Butch was de- 
clared the victor. 


y once im a while, 
indries are called 


bined 
the ring must be reinforced w 


eight exceeds &50 pounds. For 


alloys unavailable to 
wholesale consume 


sically fueled by p 


Sandor Akbar and Gary Hart, 


two dreadnoughts 
were pawns managerial power 


smuggle 


One Mang Gang finds Kamala a difficult man to bearhug. 


There is no room to analyze wrestling 
technique in the aftermath of this match. 
There was no wrestling. As could have 
been forecast, the "match" was a mind- 
less brawl between two savages. The 
Ugandan giant utilized chops and nerve- 
holds, but they seemed to have little 
effect upon a wrestler notoriously im- 
pervious to pain. Gang countered Karna- 
la's wanton sadism with a bearhug, but 
Kamala chopped his way out. 
Meanwhile, Akbar and Hart were 
brawling at a more proficient level of 
wresting skill outside the ring. Gang 
and Kamala lett the ring and joined in 
the arena oor action. Sheer bedlam en- 
sued, The first dozen rows of a ringside 
section were destroyed, as the four bat- 
ed with chairs, tables, teeth, and for- 
eign objects. Needless to say, the match 
ended in a double-disqualification. 


INTERVIEW 86 


THE ROAD WARRIORS 


Only days before this issue's interview with The Road Warriors was held, the final tally in the Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 
‘Achievement 85” awards was announced. To the surprise of few people, Hawk and Animal made wrestling history by 
capturing an incredible third consecutive Tag Team of the Year tile, as voted by the readers of our sister publication. 
That unprecedented achievement cements the Warriors’ reputation as the premier tag team dynasty in the sport —as if 
‘any further proof was needed! 

The Warriors made their professional ring debut late in 1982. Brought into the Georgia area by their manager, Precious 
Paul Ellering, they quickly claimed the National tag team tie left vacant when The Samoans were stripped of the belts for 
failure to defend the championship. 

It didn't take long for the Warriors to establish a reputation. National exposure on WTBS, plus their powerhouse ring 
tactics, made them the hottest team anywhere. With only two brief interruptions (totaling less than a month), the Warriors 
continued to hold the National tag tte until July 4, 1984, when they were beaten by Jerry Oates and Ronnie Garvin. 
That shocking upset was credited not so much to Oates and Garvin overpowering or outsmarting the Warriors as it was 
to the Warriors” sighting of greener pastures: the AWA Word tag team belts. 

Less than two months later, on August 25, 1984, the Warriors defeated Crusher and Baron Von Raschke in Las Vegas 
to capture their first world tag team tite. In the months that followed, they defended that tle against not only all opposition 
in the AWA, but alsa in the NWA (via the AWA-NWA co-sponsored Pro Wrestling U.S.A. promotion), and in Japan. 

That word title reign came to a controversial and shocking end on September 29, 1985, when Hawk and Animal faced 
Jim Garvin and Steve Regal. Due to the interference of Freebirds Michael Hayes and Buddy Roberts, plus Garvin's valet 
Precious, the Warriors lost the belts. And despite videotape and stil photographs that conclusively prove that the interfer- 

‘ence of Hayes directly affected the outcome, AWA President Stanley Blackburn has allowed the decision to stand. 
And now, just as the Warriors have received their third Tag Team of the Year designation, the future of The Legion of 

Doom seems in doubt. Will they remain in the AWA and try to regain their belts? Wil they leave the AWA and devote 

themselves to a challenge of NWA World tag team champions Ivan Koloff, Nikita Koloft, and Krusher Khrushchev? WiN 

they, as many analysts have predicted, make a move to the WWF? Or does Ellering have some new and as yet undis- 

closed strategy for his team of twin juggernauts? 
I've interviewed Hawk and Animal plenty of times in the past,” noted Wrestling 86 Managing Editor Craig Peters, 
"but this interview was very different. What's remarkable about itis the fact that on the day this interview was conducted, I 
‘saw the Warriors alone, without Ellering. Plus they were unusually calm and analytical. Not that that’s a surprise, really 
despite their animal instincts, they re both very intelligent individuals. But usually they e so emotionally charged up when. 
talk to them they tend to rant and rave. Not this time. This is a rare look at two of the true legends of the sport." 


WRESTLING 86: There's an awful 
lot I want to talk to you guys about 


HAWK: Look, let me explain it to 
you. The award isn't meaningless to 


HAWK: That's right, brother. 
ANIMAL: . .. and when we win Tag 
What other 


today, and | guess a good place to. 
start is with the fact that you just 
won your third award as Tag Team 
of the Year. 

ANIMAL: That's right, only one oth- 
er team has ever won that award 
twice, and even then it wasn't twice. 
in a row. We are the number one 
team in the history of the sport. 
HAWK: That's right. But you know 
something about that award? 
WRESTLING 86: You don' care. 
HAWK: That's right. 

WRESTLING 86: But wait a sec- 
ond, that’s what you said when our 
Office contacted you to tell you 
about the award. But | think you do 
care. | think that youre as im- 
pressed with this award as the fans 
are. 


us, but let's face it 
team this year could even qualify as. 
Tag Team of the Year? We left 
them all in the dust! Look at your 
Own ratings. Even after the belts 
were stolen from us we stil re- 
mained the number one team in the 
ratings. Doesn't that tel you 
Something? 

WRESTLING 86: | want to talk to 
you two about that tile match, but 
there's one more thing about the 
yearend awards | want to ask you. 
Are you disappointed about Paul El- 
lering not winning Manager of the 
Year again for 19852 

ANIMAL: First of all, ۱ want to ex- 
plain that Paul Ellering is as much a 
part of The Road Warriors as me 
and my brother Hawk here 


Team of the Year, then Paul shares 
in that award, too. In fact, we've 
been meaning to call your office 
and have you guys make up anoth- 
er plaque for Paul, because if me 
and Hawk get one for Tag Team of 
the Year, then Paul should get one, 
too. 

HAWK: You know, | read some 
piece of garbage in one of your 
magazines, | think it was Inside 
Wrestling, where you said it was 
time for us to fre Paul [Editors 
note: Hawk is referring to the story, 
"fs Time For The Road Warriors 
To Fire Precious Paul Elering!" in 
the January 1986 Inside Wrestling]. 
ANIMAL: Yeah, garbage is the 
word for it, all right 

HAWK: That's it. See, there's a lot 
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more that Paul does for The Legion. 
of Doom than just stand at ringside 
during our matches. Unfortunately 
that’s all a lot of stupid people think 
he does. 

ANIMAL: Paul is a genius, an excel- 
lent wrestler in his own right, and a 
champion weighlifter. He's done 
things to improve our training tech- 
niques, for example, that nobody else 
could have done for us 


HAWK: ... And that without Paul, 
we never would have done for 
ourselves. 

ANIMAL: Right. 


WRESTLING 86: So the idea of The 
Road Warriors wrestling without Paul 
Ellering 

HAWK: Is a load of crap. 
WRESTLING 86: Let's talk, now, 
about September 29 in St. Paul 
HAWK: Another load of crap. 
WRESTLING 86: You were defend: 
ing your tag team belts against Jim 
Garvin and Steve Regal 

ANIMAL: And we had them beat, 
plain and simple, one, two, three. 
when [Michael] Hayes and [Buddy] 
Roberts and Precious interfered. 
WRESTLING 86: Why couldn't Paul 
prevent their interference? 


Ronnie Garvin vies to get 1o the ropes and pre. 
Vent his arie from being snapped by Rond War 
rior Animal 

HAWK: Look, two on two, there isn't 
team in the sport that can beat us. 
But Paul was down at ringside facing 
a three-on-one from behind, and you 
can't stop interference 


with those 


kinds of odds. 

ANIMAL: Besides, we had the entire 
AWA front office against us. [AWA 
President Stanley] Blackburn 
wouldn't even look at the tape of the 
match to reverse the decision. And 
you look back in the history of the 
AWA, you'll find that he's got a 
record of checking out decisions on 
tapes, and he'll reverse a referee's 
decision if he thinks it's necessary. 
HAWK: If you ask me, The Freebirds 
had Blackbur intimidated from the 
start 

WRESTLING 86: Why do you think 
The Freebirds interfered on behalf of 
Garvin and Regal? Wouldn't they 
want to do something to try and get 
the belts for themselves? 

ANIMAL: The way | see it, The Free- 
birds were just mad that they couldn't 
win the belts from us the night before 
in Chicago [see "Scoreboard," page 
25]. Maybe they stayed up all night 
trying to figure out a way to get even. 
HAWK: Or maybe they think that 
they can win the belts easier from 
Garvin and Regal than they can from 
us. 

ANIMAL: They've got that right! 
WRESTLING 86: Are you going to 


THE ROAD WARRIORS: FORGOTTEN HISTORY 


Precious Paul Elering and see a man who has 


case. 


One month later, it was reported in the October 
1963 installment of "The Tatler” that Hawk and 
Animal had fred Elering as their manager. They 
claimed that Elering was “too soft." and that they 
could take care of themselves. And they beat 
Elering up in the ring to prove it 

1963's Tag Team of the Year (announced in the March 


‘mid-1983, 
‘Sheik back to the Georgia area for a brief ime early in 1984. For a 
Ellering's Legion of Doom in late 1983 and 


The first notice of The Road Warriors in any of 
‘our sister publications came in the September 
3963 edition of Sports Review Wrestling. In “The 
Tatler” that issue, it was reported that a new 
acquistion by Georgia-area manager Paul Ellering 
was "The Road Warriors, a pair of lealherbe- 
decked behemoths who managed to steamroll all 
‘opposition in their path and capture the National 
tag team tile. 

At that time, the Warriors had not yet started to 
‘wear their makeup; during their frst few months 
as a team, Hawk and Animal's ring attire consist- 
£d mainly of leather and chains, a fact that few 
Warrior fans today may recall 


spent 25 hours a day managing Hawk and Animal. In fact, this 
they spit up ater only a few months. Elling also 


Speaking of Sheiks, Elering brought the 
‘short while in late 1983, Elering 


According to the Warriors, there is no possiblity that they will ever break up. That should come as bad 
news to men lie Steve Keim, who know what k's ike lo be doubleteamed by Hawk and Animal 


be challenging Garvin and Regal to 
regain the title? 

HAWK: Well, Garvin and Regal have 
been ducking any team that they 
think could beat them, which is ev- 
erybody. So until the AWA forces 
them to wrestle us—if they ever do— 
we're also gonna be looking to the 
Russians. 

WRESTLING 86: The NWA World 
tag team (itle 

HAWK: Exactly. 

WRESTLING 86: Youve already 
wrestled Ivan and Nikita Koloff a few 
times, and in fact Wrestling 85 print- 
'ed a major cover story on that malch- 
up in our Fall issue. It's been said 
that the Koloffs are the one team in 
the entire sport with the potential to 
beat you two. How do you respond? 
ANIMAL: You're right. They do have 
the potential. But the question hasn't 
been answered yet How much po- 
tential do they actually have? Nikita is 
strong as a bull, and he's given Ric 
Flair some sleepless nights, but he's 


(above). Keim fools the force of Hawk's powerslam (top righ). 


still pretty inexperienced. 
WRESTLING 86: Now wait a second, 
the two of you have only three pro 
years behind you, and Nikita is 
nearing the start of his third pro year. 
How can you call him inexperienced? 
HAWK: Experience is more than cal 
endar time, Craig. I's quality of oppo- 
sition. We've wrestled everywhere in 
the NWA and the AWA, we've wres- 
led in the Mid-South, Mid-Southem, 
Florida, and Pacific Northwest areas. 
We've wrestled throughout Japan. 
We've wrested a vanety of oppo- 
nents that Nikita will take a decade to 
match. 

WRESTLING 86: Since you men- 
tioned all the areas you have wres- 
tled in, I'd like to ask you about two 
major areas in which you havent 
wrestled yet. What about the World 
Class and WWF areas? 

ANIMAL: Hey—we'd like the chance 
to beat up on the Von Erichs or on 
Hogan or on The Midget Bulldogs or 
anyone else in those areas. But let 


me explain: We are in such demand 
Tight now, Paul has us contracted for 
so many matches in the states and 
so many future tours of Japan, and 
there are so many open contractual 
obligations set, that even if negotia- 
tions started taking place tomorrow, it 
would probably be a matter of years 
before we even came close to wres- 
tiing in either of those two areas. 
WRESTLING 86: So a move to the 
WWF, like so many fans and ana- 
lysts have been speculating might 
happen soon, isn't going to happen? 
HAWK: Like Animal said, it would 
probably be years. 

WRESTLING 86: Okay, that's years 
down the line. 

ANIMAL: Maybe. 

WRESTLING 86: Maybe. What about 
months down the line? Where will 
The Road Warriors be two or three 
months from now? 

HAWK: We're looking in two direc- 
tions, and we're looking at two world 
tag team titles. And to be honest, we 
don't know which way we're going to 
be headed. Maybe we'll go both 
ways and be the first team in history 
to hold two word tag titles simulta- 
neously. I'd tell you if we knew, but 
we're looking at options right now. 
ANIMAL: Paul is looking at options. 
He's weighing contracts, and he's 
looking to see what's going to be 
best for the Legion. 

WRESTLING 86: Would you two 


(Continued on page 46) 
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Call it Kevin’s Choice 
and it’s a simple one: 
Kevin Von Erich has 

the goods to bea 
world champion, but 
he must leave his 
sacred Texas to do it. 
It’s a choice he must 
live with for the rest 
of his life 


VON ERICH: 


THE LONE STAR HERO 


By Eddie Eliner 


AN THIS BE? Is that re 

most pensive and nostalgic of the 
Von Erichs—the one the family loving 
ly calls its “Texas turnip" because of 
how deep his roots are buried in Lone 
Star terra firma—ean that be him flip- 
ping off a Minneapolis top rope onto 
Rick Martel, pinning him for the 
AWA championship? Nah. No way 
Too incredible. 

Or is that him? Is the man about to 
bodyslam Hulk Hogan in the WWF's 
Sequined sequel to the Wrestling Clas- 
sic really the product of Denton, Tex 
as; a God-fearin" hunka meat "n pota- 
toes, a man suffering humbly from the 
trappings of small town America, a 
man who lists as boyhood heroes Roy 
Rogers and his parish priest? C'mon! 
Quitchyerkiddin" 


۰ 

Kevin Von Erich slips a cassette tape 
Somewhere into his dashboard. The 
stereo blips and whirls, a dazzling ac- 
cumulation of components, lights, and 
meon digits, and spins the tape to its 
beginning. The engine purrs into ac- 
tion. Von Erich pauses a moment be- 
fore placing the late model American 
luxury car into gear. The music begins. 
Kevin deftly juggles the clutch and the 
gear box and he and the car sing down 
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KEVIN 


MUST MOVE ON 


Kevin Von Erich tes to muscle through Chris Adams defense o apply his iron claw during a match in 
Fort Worth, Teras. Kevin's record in his yeariong series with Adams is a good indication of how 
important the “home reg advantage" is o him 
the highway 

Question No. 1: What kind 
was Kevin Von Erich listening to as his 
Lincoln Continental sped down the 
freeway at Speeds approach 
sound? 
1f you guessed The Rolling Stones 
or The Commodores or The Thomp- 
son Twins, using Kevin's age as an 


approximate barometer for his musical 
tastes, then you would be guilty of 
logical association, a trespass punish- 
able by one month of hard labor at 
the Von Erich Children’s Camp. If 
Willie Nelson, Merle Haggard, or 
Waylon Jennings was your answer, 
perhaps because you're aware of Ke- 

(Continued on page 54) 
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Our reporter accompanies wrestling’s 
Russians into the heart of world 
democracy: Washington, D.C. This is 
his story of a most bizarre day 


Visiting the Lincoln Memorial, van Kolo! described our 18m President as 
the man who sent over a half a milion Americans to their deaths 


HEN I RECEIVED the phone call at my 
office, late in the afternoon in early Oc- 
tober, I didn’t quite know what to make 
of it 

Two weeks hence, han and Nikita 
Koloff and Krusher Khrushchev would 
have a free afternoon prior to wrestling 
a sixman match in Baltimore. They 
wanted to meet me just 37 miles down 

“1, of course, have been to Washing: 
ton many times,” Ivan told me over the 
phone, “but I want my nephew Nikita to 
see for himself firsthand the decadence 
and disgrace that is your capital 
Krusher Khrushchev will also come 
with us. And I want you there, Bill 
Apter, to document Nikita's first trip to 
Washington. 


Left K K & K chant “Russia, Russia” on the step 
Thumbs down to the Write House. Below: The 


I was hesitant at first 1 didn't know if 
van wanted me simply to take pictures 
for him of or if he felt that ha 
img an American magazine journalist 
along for the tour would make things 
easier for the three Russians. Maybe 
fran was planning to initiate some sort 
of international diplomatic incident, and 
he wanted a reporter there when the 
spit hit the fan. Who could guess what 
would have happened—with the Rus- 
siens in Washington, anything seemed 
possible! 

1 agreed to accompany them. Fortu- 
nately, there were no arre: 
tions, but the Russ 
you can read for yourself, Thi 
account: 

(Continued on page 50) 


of the Capitol. Above: 
cians were not pleased 


about being denied access to the Embassy of the USSA. 
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By Bill Apter & Craig Peters 


“Wrestling isn't as stressed in the 
WWF as itis in the NWA. Wrestling is 
the mainstay of the NWA, that's why 
it’s the way it is. In the WWF, selling 
dolls is more of their mainstay.” 
—Barry Windham 


HEN BARRY WINDHAM first 

entered the WWF in the fall of 
1984, he felt that he was making the 
career move of a lifetime. 

Windham expected that the WWF's 
huge television network, plus its vast 
publicity machine, would help him 
attain a level of fan recognition across 
the country that he had never before 
enjoyed. 

it did 

Windham expected that, along with 
his tag team partner Mike Rotundo, he 
would enjoy a tenure as co-holder of 
the WWF World tag team 
‘championship. 

He did. Twice. 

Windham expected that before long 
he would be gazing into a picture of 
his future that was etched in 
championship gold, a future that knew 
no bounds, a future that carried him to 
new and unimagined heights of 
greatness, 

But what Windham did not expect 
was to have his ambitions held back 
by WWF promoters. He did not expect 
to be told to forget his own hopes of 
gaining a WWF singles title. 

‘And he did not expect that the non: 
wrestling activities of many wrestlers in 
the WWF, and such television 
productions as the TNT program, 
would force him into making the 
decision to tum his back on the WWF. 
It seemed that his picture of a golden 
future was in fact etched in fool's gold. 

‘What Vince McMahon is trying to. 
do," Windham told Wrestling 86, "is 
he's trying to make himself the Johnny 
Carson of wrestling with his [TNT] 
show. He is more into the 
entertainment aspect; he wants to 
make everybody a cartoon figure. And 
that's what the whole idea is, | guess, 
behind the TNT show: to make 
everybody a character. 

“All the guys plua it at the little kids. 
Which is great, but the reason he 
stresses that is he wants to sell his 
dolls and T-shirts and magazines and 
cartoons, When you start doing 
cartoons, then the wrestling fans, 
instead of thinking of you as a 


wrestler, they think of you as a cartoon 
star. 

"In the NWA, or any type of 
wrestling,” Barry continued, 

‘everybody is their own type of 
character anyway. You don't have to 
be made into something or tumed into. 
a cartoon figure by somebody, by 
Vince." 

Yetin the video clip of the song 

‘Land Of 1,000 Dances" from the 
WWF-released record, The Wrestling 
Album, itis Windham who gives Paul 
Orndorff a boost in the air so that he 
can take Meat Loaf's drum and smash 
itover the head of Bobby Heenan, 
leading the way to a crescendo of 
‘confusion and mayhem. The video 
has been heavily criticized in wrestling 
circles for making light of existing 
WWF rivalries by intermingling fan 
favorites and rulebreakers for the sake 
of earning entertainment dollars. Does 
Windham feel he's being hypocritical 
in his attitude toward the WWF 
because of his involvement in the 
video? 

“wanted to be involved in things 
like that," Windham explained. 5 
not that | felt that | had true talent or 
anything like that, it's just that | wanted 
to be involved in the video as far as 
self-promotion is concemed. Because 
in the WWF, I had to dig for everything 
| got as far as being promoted. To 
them, I was just another name on the 
card. 

You know, people talk to me about 
those things, " Windham continued. 

They come up and ask me about the 
video. I've been in a couple of record 
stores, and they want me to autograph 
the album cover. I like that kind of 
thing. To me that doesn't hurt the. 
sport. But the cartoons and things like 
that, once again, that's what hurts the 
sport.” 

‘And make no mistake about it, 
Barry Windham is a young man who is 
deeply concemed about the sport of 
wrestiing. Along with his longtime. 
friend and tag team partner Mike 
Rotundo (who Windham said will be 
leaving the WWF and joining him this. 
month), Barry captured two WWF 
World tag team titles early in 1985 and 
reigned for a total of 4/2 months. Over 
the course of those reigns, Windham 
and Rotundo became one of the most 
popular teams in the entire sport. 

But for Barry Windham, tag team 


Barry Windham's return to 
Florida and the NWA has 
surprised everyone in the 
wrestling world. In this 
exclusive story, Barry 
candidly discusses his 
reasons for departing the 
WWF, and provides his 
opinions of the most 
controversial wrestling area 
inthe world 


I, as anticipated, Mike Rotundo rejoins Barry 
Windham in Florida, the former WWF tag team 
champions wil probably demand the freedom to 
wrestle as singles 
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championship fame in the WWF 
wasn’t enough. 
^I had a lot of qualms with the 
promoters] about the wrestling 
aspect,” Barry said. "I wasn’t as 
involved as | wanted to be in 
۱ everything that was going on. | felt that 
the promoters were kind of holding me 
back as far as letting me wrestle up to 
my ability. The travel was much too 
much for anybody to take. The money 
was good, but the traveling just didn't 
make up for it. You can have all kinds 
of things at home, but when you're. 
never home, you never see them. 
Mike missed his home as much, or 
maybe more than | did. He's newly 
married, you know. 
"Mike Rotundo is my best friend, 
and we were together too much. I 
wanted to try for the singles titles on 
my own, and | was told that | had to 
stay where | was, in the tag team, 
Which is fine for Mike and I, but as for 
me as a single, or for Mike as a single, 
———— 
m 


What Vince McMahon is 
trying to do is he's trying to 
make himself the Johnny 
Carson of wrestling with his 
[TNT] show. He is more 
into the entertainment 
aspect; he wants to make 
everybody a cartoon 
character. 

LE) 

— 

it wasn't fair to either one of us. 

"So Mike and | both came home," 
Windham continued, “and we 
discussed going back. | called the 
WWF wrestling office, and | told them 
what I was unhappy about. They told 
me in more than . . . well, | can't say 
exactly the words they said, but in so 
‘many words they told me ‘that was 
tough.’ I said, ‘Well, evidently you 
don't need me. You can't help me, | 
can't help you either.’ I left, and they 
kept calling and calling back. They like 
to play games with the guys, because 
they think they have them on a limb. 
You know, a lot of the guys there are 
afraid to make any kind of waves, and 
I'm not that kind of a person. If | 


believe in something, l'm gonna let 
them know. 

Windham was taught long before 
his professional debut that without the 
competitive aspect of wrestling, there 
would be no fans, no big money, and 
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Wingham tes to backsice Nikolai Volkoll, as Ro- 
tundo looks on trom the rng apron. Bary and 
Mike lost and regained the WWF tag team tile 
from Volk and The Iron Sheik 

certainly no dolls or cartoons. He is 
faithful to the sport as it was taught to 
him by his father, wrestling great 
Blackjack Mulligan. "I believe in 
wrestling as wrestling,” he said. 

Florida fans are wrestling fans, and 
that's the way that they've been made 
through the years. Eddie Graham, and 
the Welch brothers, and the Fullers, 


Blackjack Mulligan, and Dusty 
Rhodes—they’re used to wrestling 
The big star syndrome doesn't really 
get to the Florida fans.” 

Yet that star syndrome, which 
places fame and publicity and dolls 
and cartoons above the sport of 
wrestling itself—which is part of the 
reason why Windham left the WWF— 
‘does get to some of the other wrestlers 
in the WWF. Even WWF World 
champion Hulk Hogan, according to 
Windham, 

"Iknow that for sure it bothers a lot 
of guys," Windham said. "Hulk Hogan 
is a really good-hearted guy, a true 
person. And he's just in a position 
Where he is the superstar there, so in 
‘one sense he has to put up with it. 
He's the best they have. He's a 
fantastic athlete. I don't have anything 
bad to say about him, because he's. 
nothing but a true-bluer to me. But the 
way things are done there, he doesn't 
like them either.” 

Barry could have kept quiet about 
his displeasure with the way things are 
done in the WWF and continued to 
wrestle in a tag team with Rotundo. He 
could have put up with the travel and 
collected his paycheck. That was an 
option at one point, an option he had 
discussed with his father. 

“I had been talking to my dad 
before | quit, and he said, "You do 
what's in your heart.” See, for so long 
over my career, he has always helped 
me along and guided me along, and 


Windham feels that in the WWF competitive wresting is secondary to the creation of characters to be 
sed for merchandising purposes. Against Black Bart, Windham displays where he feels the tue 
excitement of professional wresting ses. 


he feels that now I should be making 
my own decisions, which I have been 
for some time, and he just doesn't 
want to push me one way or the other. 
So he just left it up to me.” 

It was a difficult decision to make. 
The WWF may have annoyed Barry 
by placing marketing ahead of 
wrestling, but couldn't Barry have lived 
with it? Perhaps, if not for another 
factor in his life. 

“I wanted to be around my litle 
brother,” Barry said, referring to 20- 
year-old Kendall Windham. "I've been 
in this sport since college. | was 
wrestling while I was in college, so it's 
‘eight years now that I've been doing 
this, and in those eight years | really 
haven't gotten to spend any time with 
my litle brother. l'd like to get to know 
him again, find out what kind of a 
person he's turned out to be. Seems 
to me he's doing all right!” 

Indeed, Kendall's doing well 
enough to have captured the Florida. 
heavyweight title and finish in second 
place for 1985 Rookie of the Year 
honors. With Barry now back in the 
Sunshine State, it's a family reunion. 
Already, Barry and Kendall and 
Blackjack have wrestled in six-man tag 
team competition, and the fans are 
loving every minute of it. 

Barry's tenure in Florida now is 
quite different than when he appeared 
in Florida under the WWF banner. The 
fans react more warmly to Barry now 
than they did before, and that makes 


M 
de. 


Windham and several loyal supporters admire the Most Improved Wrester of the Year plaque in 1982. As 
an athlete, there could be no greater satisfaction than the tans’ recognition in this category. Barry feels 


he made no improvement in the WWF. 


AVALIANT ATTEMPT TO NUT TELL THE TRUTH 


(On recent WWF telecasts, Johnny Valant, Greg Valentine, and Brutus Beefcake have 
taken credi for running Barry Windham out of professional wresting. 
ول‎ never see Bary Windham in a wresiing ring again,” Valiant seid on one WWF 
telecast. 
"Well just as it seems that WWF wrestirs and announcers don't Know about wrestlers" 
careers before they enter the WWF (when have you heard WWF announcers speak of 
WWF careers of such wrestiers as Rick Steamboat, The 
A Missing Link, Randy Savage, Lanny Poto, Junkyard Dog, or 
Terry Funk}, it seems that WWF wrestlers have no career 
TNI ater hey leave the area either 
M unnm NE Woud Valont and Beefcake realy be surprised to leam 
that Bany is back in the NWA? Would the promoters be 
surprised? 


“Wel, they [the WWE promoters] know why I'm not 
there,” Wingham said, “there's no discrepancy over that. 
And | don't plan on going back at all” 
That's good news 10 plenty of Bary Windham fans who 

۶ a giad to see the young star back home in Florida. 

Maybe Valiant should clarify his statement. When he says 
MILL I HUE ion aE 
isn't he really saying that you'll never see Bary in a WWF 

Windham vs, Beelcake resting ring again? 

But then, can you really trust a man who shoves a cigar in Windham's eye as a way of 

winning a tag team tile for himself? 


—Craig Poters 


hi 


happy. 

‘Any time that I got to come back 
toward Florida, it was being home. | 
wasn't actually at my home, but | 
consider Florida home. And when 
you're not reacted to warmly, it kind of 
Gives you a shot. That's another 
reason that | decided | wanted to 
‘come home. | was leaving a part of me 
behind, and | didn't really want to do 
that 

One part of Barry that he will not be. 
leaving behind in the WWF is his. 
playing of Bruce Springsteen's "Bor 
In The U.S.A.” as he enters the ring. 
Barry plans to use the theme song 
again when he is rejoined by Rotundo. 
He doesn't feel that the playing of the 
song in any way detracts from his. 
image as an athlete. 

There are some things that are a 
part of me," Barry says, "and you 
have to do your own thing sometimes. 
“Bom In The U.S.A.” was my own 
thing. It's kind of a patriotic song to 
me. The words in the song, they have. 
a different kind of message than what 
I really want to say, but the heart of it's 
there. I'll be heard again.” 

Though Windham has admittedly 
furthered certain aspects of his career 
during his WWF stint, there is a 
curious air of bitterness in Barry's 
voice when he looks back on the past 
year, a bitterness that he blames only 
on himself: 

“I learned no new wrestling skills in 
the WWF, and that's my own fault.” 
And that's what's most important to 
Barry Windham. © 


m 
Hulk Hogan is in a position 
where he is the superstar 
there, so he has to put up 
with it. But the way things 
are done there, he doesn't 

like them either. 

LEJ 


. HANSEN: 


RACING FOR 
THE AWA 


ATA 
BREAKNECK 
PACE 


Stan Hansen strangles AWA champion Rick Martel wih his bulrope. 


AWA World Champion Rick Martel has had his share of gifted, obnoxious 
opponents. Now he faces a gifted, obnoxious crippler. Stan Hansen desires two 
things from Rick Martel—his title and his neck. In either order 


44 OOCOR-RRRRR-RINNNGGGGY 
Chipped onions flew from his 
mouth. They were small and sinewy 
tainted by gristle and oil. The canned 
soup type, the little brown wormed- 
Other customers heard him snarl 
and swiveled around in their seats to 
ascertain the source of the rude voice. 
Stan Hansen's Executive Business 
Associate picked up his glass of cream 
soda. A little onion had balanced on 
the tightrope of its rim, shivering like a 
grouper on a hook. It fell into the 
soda, and Stan Hansen's Executive 
Business Associate picked it up and 
squeezed it between his thumb and 
forefinger. 
“MARTEL! he said. "BORING, BOR- 
NG, BORING! Gimme that pickle!” 
Stan Hansen's Executive Business 
Associate was making a press lunch in 
a downtown Milwaukee deli- 
rest'rauntovich. One of those joints 
that models go. 


By Jim Schuermann 


with the gyros and speckled formica 
stockyard-bitten sausage. Stan 
Hansen's Executive Business Associate 
had just polished off his fourth 
chililonion dog. He needed more, and 
signalled for service with a quivering 
index finger. 

A matronly Warsaw Pact refugee 
sauntered over from the steam table 
and positioned her pad right in front 
of the mammoth bulge that mid-life 
bachelors dream of cuddling in the 
wee wee hours of wrenching solitude. 

Stan Hansen's EBA ordered fresh 
compote for dessert. 

Look at the forearms on that 
chick,” he barked after she had left 
That ain't lean, Id guasoan-tee it's 
gradeA prime! Man, Stanley and | 
could teach that porky mama the lariat 
and she could kill Sherri Martel with 
those fat forearms of hers! Yeah, may- 
be I should set up a mixed match with 


He belched. It reeked, He talked a 
blue streak, waiting for his aftermeal 

When it arrived, he stabbed an ap- 
ple slice with his fork and held it up 
beneath his nose. 

Ws like this,” he said, "it's like this 
apple here. You know it’s supposed to 
be grown up like out of the trees un. 
der Mother Nature, up in the great 
Pacific Northwest where God rains all 
over the fruits, and you can look at a 
big fat slice of it and say, ‘No, some- 
thing's wrong here. This is not the per- 
fect creation. It don't even taste like 
nothing. Ws .. dull. Its an apple. So. 
big deal. You can cut it up and chew it 
and it tastes good, but it don't look 
good to nobody except your stomach. 
Cause that’s where it's supposed to 
go. Right down the everlovin’ esopha- 
gus, to get chewed up like all of God's 
mistakes and fall right down the other 
chute. "Cause that's history, you know, 
what comes outta that other chute. 

(Continued on page 60) 
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‘Stan Hansen throws a backhand chop at AWA champi- 
on Rick Martel s neck. 


YOU DECIDE 


IS VINCE McMAHON 
HELPING OR HURTING 
WRESTLING? 


INCE McMAHON 

SR., matchmaker in 
the WWF area for over 
35 years, had his own 
ideas on how to pro- 
mote wrestling: As long 
as the fans were given 
solid, competitive 
matches, he reasoned, 
the sport would sell it- 
self, which is why he 
never strenuously lob- 
bied the New York 
State Athletic Commis. 
sion to allow cage 
matches, masked wres- 
tlers, and battle royals 


Lord AI Hays reeds fan mail to Vince McMahon during a broadcast of Wres- 
ng TNT. Obviously, any letter used on the sr would be supportive of the 
WWE, Many of you have citing opinions. We'd Eke to know. 


wrestling. 

The comerstone—and 
eventual success—of 
any wrestling promotion 
lies in its ability to publi 
cize its matches. In the 
ast, the three federa- 
tons—AWA, NWA, and 
the WWF—along with 
dozens of other smaller 
promotions have re- 
mained within hazily de- 
fined territorial bound- 
aries. The unwritten 
understanding being 
that i's taboo for a pro- 
moter from one part of 


into Madison Square Garden, New York's wrestling 
showcase. 

While McMahon's son, Vince Jr., certainly inherited 
his father’s prominent forehead and cleft chin, in addi 
tion to his wrestling promotion, he has ostensibly failed 
to inherit his father’s promotional ideology. And ever 
since Vince McMahon St. died, the world of wrestling 
according to Vince Jr. has not been the same. 

In a business whose overlying philosophy is con 
tained in the saying, “Whoever dies with the most toys 
wins," Vince McMahon is stockpiling his toys with the 
fervor of squirrels collecting nuts for the harsh winter. 
The question that many wrestling fans must grapple 
with is, "When Vince is finished, will there be wrestling 
in the spring?” 

What started as a face lift has turned into a compl 
body overhaul. McMahon has altered the design of pro- 
fessional wrestling—tampered and tinkered with it, until 
its resemblance to his father’s organization is practically 
nil. He has done so with the bravado of P.T. Bamum 
and the business acumen of JP. Morgan. His policies 
have had a profound effect on the rest of the wrestling 
world; whether those effects have been positive or neg- 
ative has become the most debated question in 


the country to nin a card featuring his wrestlers in a 
joter's part of the country. 

This wrestling cartel had existed since the sport's 
inception and the prevailing thought at the time was 
that it bode well for its health and growth. In fact, a July 
29, 1972, WWF program featured Veme Gagne, Dory 
Funk, Jr, and Pedro Morales, the three world champi- 
ons, Standing side by side on its cover, 

As McMahon came into power, it was his feeling that 
the tacit agreement between federations had slowed 
the sport The lack of competition had left wrestling 
mired in unimaginative contests. With his WWF, McMa- 
hon immediately distanced himself from the other fed- 
erations. There would no longer be any mention made 
of their existence on WWF shows. The 1972 program 
suddenly become not only a collectors item, but an 
icon from another age. From here on, the WWF was 
the only show in town, and the town, McMahon demon- 
strated, had no boundaries. 

Suddenly, WWF cards began running opposite NWA 
shows in such NWA strongholds as St. Louis and Miami, 
‘The WWF competed in the AWA towns of Minneapolis 
and Chicago. 

(Continued on page 59) 
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WARRIORS 


(Continued from page 31) 


‘Sgt. Slaughter shields his head from Hawk's brutal 
assault, Once the Warriors have the momentum in 
a match, they are virtually impossible to stop. 


ever split up and wrestle in singles 
matches? 

HAWK: We've done a few over the 
years, and maybe we'll do a few in 
the future, but we'll never split up for 


good. 
WRESTLING 86: You know wrestling 
as well as | do, Hawk, and you 
should never say never. 

ANIMAL: In this case, we can say 
"never" The Warriors are a solid 
team. We have solid success, and 
we have a solid future ahead of us. 
We're two bodies with one mind, and 
we're not about to split apart. 
WRESTLING 86: There have been 
Tumors that NWA Champion Ric Flair 
is wiling to give-a title shot to you, 
Animal. 

ANIMAL: So what? Maybe we'll go 
after the Koloffs, and when we win 
those belts, maybe Flair should think 
about getting himself a partner and 
then we'll give him a title shot 
HAWK: Yeah. After all, we really 
don't care about Flair. He's just an- 
other wrestler to us. Flair would gain 
more by beating us than we would 
gain by beating Flair. 

ANIMAL: There's only one problem 
with that, Hawk. 

HAWK: | know, brother. Nobody 
beats us. That's why we're the best. 
ANIMAL: And we're getting better all 
the time. We haven't even come 
Close to hitting our career stride yet 
And when we do, brother, you're 
really going to see hell break loose! CI 


BEST BET 


LADY MAXINE 
Facts & Figures 

Age: 26 

Height: 6'4” 

Weight: 180 

Home Town: New York City 
Biggest Match: Defeated Peggy Lee 
Pringle in Miami Beach 

Immediate Goak To run Peggy Lee 
Pringle out of Florida and back to Mobile, 
Alabama 


Long-Range Goak To heip add 
respectability to women's wrestling, 
attracting better athletes and eliminating 
the poorer ones. 


Above: The NWA tag team champions did not ike the concept of "Peace Park: 
rusher, and Nikita rend about Thomas Jefferson in the Washington travel guide. 


RUSSIANS 


(Continued from page 35) 


Right: 
‘Only 


Khrushchev began reading trom The People's Almanac did they get the formation they 


cep well the 
have a 


pretzels wi 
was the day | was to tour 
D.C, with the Koloffs a 

Not that I believed 
do anythin mind you, but I 
was admittedly very nervous. The Rus- 


crazy, 


Left: With the Washington Monument in the background, the Russians display their contempt for 
President Reagan. Above: “We don't do anything wrong," Nikita tells two police officers. "This 


been in any kind of a 

mood, and [ve seen them cause as 

much trouble in a fast food restaurant 
they tend to cause in the ring. 
The last pi 

the Russians 


sians could hav 


Amtrack in 

n Airlines shuttle 
service from Yorks LaGuardia 
Airport to Washington National Airport. 


There I was, a mile or two or three 
above Philadelphia, surrounded by a 
plane full of New York businessmen 
and Washington government officials in 
three piece suits, all headed to D.C. for 
a full day of meetings and threemartini 
lunches 

1 wondered if any of them, in their 
wildest could have 
guessed how | would be spending the 


rest of the day. | knew I couldn't. 

10:45 a.m.: Washington, D.C, is a 
beautiful city, and this was my first trip 
there in several years. 

My taxi ride from the airport to the 
downtown area was tinged with a mix- 
ture of the uneasiness | had experi- 
enced earlier in the day and the excite- 
ment of once again touring the 
magnificence of a most remarkable 
city 

"The weather was absolutely perfect. 
As my taxi wound its way past the 
Pentagon toward the. Arlington Memo- 
rial Bridge and the Lincoln Memorial, 
my photographer's eye considered the 
beauty of those stark white monuments 
set against that backdrop of cloudless 
azure. It was going to be a fine day to 
take pictures. 

1 had made plans to meet the Rus- 
sians near the Lincoln Memorial side of 
the reflecting pool between that memo- 
rial and the Washington Monument 
But once we crossed over the Arling- 
ton bridge, I told the taxi driver to stop 
and leave me right there. 

You mean you want to get out 
here, buddy?" the driver asked me. "I 
thought you said you were meeting 
some people over at the ..." 

"Never mind,” | interrupted, “just let 
me off here 

A 10-minute walk later, there they 
were: Koloff, Koloff, and Khrushchev, 
huddled together on the steps in front 
of the Lincoln Memorial 

looked much the same as they 

do in the ring before an impor- 
tant match, but instead of discussing 
wrestling strategy, they seemed to be 
studying a Washington, D.C, visitors 
guide. For a few seconds before they 
noticed I was there, I could hear what 
they were saying 

“Look at this, Nikita, this is huge 
monument to man who started Civil 
War,” Ivan said. 

Nikita laughed. 

nd the truth about Abraham Lin- 
coln," Khrushchev said, "was that this 
man who made history for freeing 
slaves only did so because his political 
party pressured him into it" 

Ivan nodded his head in agreement. 
Nikita looked puzzled, but said nothing. 
Then Ivan saw | was there 

il Apter! There you are! Take pic- 
ture of us in front of your wonderful 
President who sent over half a million 
Americans to their deaths!” 

The three Russians laughed heartily 
and slapped each other on their backs 
in camaraderie as they struck up a 
pose in front of the Lincoln Memorial 

As I took the photo, I knew it was 


White House, we paused in Lafayette 
Park to look at the statue of Thomas 


“That is Thomas Jefferson, another 
President of USA,” Ivan said. 

"How many Presidents? Every Pres- 
dent has monument or statue! What he 
famous for?" Nikita asked. 

"Look, | have this book called The 
People's Almanac | brought with me, 
Khrushchev said. "It has lots of Am 
can history in it. Lets take a look.” 

“L like title of that book,” Ivan said. 
“Very communistic, very Russian.” 

Tt says in here that Thomas Jeffe 
son was the third President of USA. 
Khrushchev explained, "and that he 
died on July 4, 1826" 

“Appropriate,” Ivan said 

“1t also says that Jefferson tried to 
seduce the wife of his friend,” Khru- 
shchev continued, “and that he ro- 
manced a teenage save that he 
‘owned, that she had five children, and 
that they were probably all his” 

The Russians grinned. Nikita looked 
puzzled, 

‘America strange country to build 
statue for this man,” Nikita said to me. 
"In Russia, we would not honor such a 
man in this way.” 

Khrushchev and Ivan just smiled at 
each other. 

12:15 p.m. Something told me 
that if there was going to be any trou- 
ble at all, it was going to happen here: 
at the White House. 

"Did you know," Ivan said to Nikita 
"in 1814, the British bumed White 
House down to ground?” 

Nikita fished a lighter out of his 
pocket and began to play with it 

“Look, Nikita, look at it! The heart of 
Western decadence and world unrest! 
Come out here, Ronald Reagan! Come 
on ou 

Mans voice, directed through the 
ence toward the White House, was 
loud, but the laughter of the Russians 
that followed was even louder. About 
50 yards away, two policemen began 
lo take interest in our strange little 
clique. 

Then Khrushchev began to unfurl a 
Russian flag that he had brought with 
him. 

“Cmon, Krusher,” | said with one 
eye riveted on the policemen, “I dont 
think this is really the best place for 
you to 

“Bill, watch this,” Khrushchev said, 

(Continued from page 52) 
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RUSSIANS 


(Continued from page 51) 


"thisll get old Ronnie to sit up and take 
notice!” 

At that moment the two policemen 
joined our group. 

“Everything all right, gentlemen?” 
one officer asked. 

“Fine, officer,” 1 answered, 
three men are just ...” 

1 know who these three are,” the 
officer said. He glared at the Kolofis 
and Khrushchev, then threw one arm 
around my back and took me aside. 

"You sure that you can handle these 
three?” he whispered. 

“1 think so,” | said. 

"You run into any trouble, you know 
what to do; the officer said as he 
pressed a silver police whistle into the 
Palm of my hand. Then he took his 
partner and left 

Tl never know what Khrushchev 
was going to do with the Russian flag 
in front of tbe White House. And for 
that Im thankful 

1:45 p.m.: For almost half an hour, 
Wan had been trying to gain admit 
tance to the Russian embassy, but a 
sternaced individual at the gate was 
refusing to allow any visitors inside. 

1 heard Ivan and the guard ex- 
Change some words in Russian, 
though I couldn't understand what they 
were saying it seemed to me that Ivan 
was explaining who they were and the 
guard didn't want any part of it 

After a few more minutes, a black 
stretch limousine turned into the drive- 
way. As the guard opened the gate, 
‘one of the tinted windows rolled down 
about halfway. A man in a business 
suit looked at Ivan, said a few words, 
and smiled. Ivan smiled back. The win- 
dow closed again, and the car was on 
its way. 

“What was that all about?” I asked. 

Ivan just glared at me, then turned 
to Nikita and Khrushchev, said a few 
sentences in Russian, and grinned, 
Nikita grinned. Khrushchev grinned 
Then all three Russians started laugh- 
ing. They looked at me, saw my com- 
plete lack of understanding, then 
laughed even harder 

1 still wonder who that man in the 


“these 


L “What is this building, 
Uncle Ivan?" Nikita asked, pointing to 
the Capitol building. “It look like childs 
toy model of our beloved Kremlin!” 
"That is where Senate and House of 
Representatives are,” Ivan explained. 
“I don't understand,” Nikita said. 
“They are the 535 men who decide 


what happens in this country,” Khru- 
shchev added. 

“1 thought President rules country,” 
Nikita said. 

Ivan and Krusher laughed heartily. 
"Nobody rules America,” lvan said 
“America not like Russian Politburo, 
where citizens know where power of 
government lies, In America, newspa- 
pers run government. Greed runs gov- 
ferment. Business interests run 
government 

Nikita seemed 10 understand. 1 just 
took my pictures and kept quiet, Ivan 
continued his political science lesson. 

"You have to understand that Ameri- 
can government is like tangled nest of 
vipers,” Ivan said. "Everyone willing to. 
stab everyone else in back, special in- 
terests choking each other's lives away. 
American government is government 
of argument, not government of action 
As result, nothing gets done. This is 
why Americans in trouble today that 
they are, and why Russia continues to 
grow stronger each year. Understand: 

Nikita nodded his head in assent. 
Khrushchev smiled. Ivan inhaled deep- 
ly, and his chest swelled with Russian 
pride. Nikita spat on the ground. The 
four of us moved on. 

3:45 p.m.: My day with the Rus- 
sians was coming to an end. 1 began 
thinking about my taxi ride to the air- 
port, and I asked the Koloffs and Khru- 
shehev if they wanted to share a ride 
to the airport so they could catch a 
shortshop flight to Baltimore. 

"What do you think, Bill Apter, that 
we are as stupid as all Americans?” 

Ivan's voice was gruff as he turned 
away from me, placed a quarter in a 
pay phone, then dialed a number. 

A few sentences of Russian later, 
Ivan hung up the receiver. 

“Listen, Bill Apter, why do you not 
come to Baltimore tonight and see hot 
we demonstrate Russian athletic supe 
rity and defend our NWA World tag 
team belts” 

Just as | was declining, explaining 
how | was needed back in our New 
York office, the black limousine from 
earlier in the afternoon pulled up to 
the curb in front of us. The Russians 
limbed into the car and, | assume, 
were driven to the airport Who 
knows? Perhaps the driver took them 
all tbe way to Baltimore, 

As for me, | hailed cab and went to 
the airport for the next shuttle flight 
home. A very strange day had come to 
an end. ü 
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KEVIN VON ERICH 
(Continued fram page 32) 


vin's filial devotion to Country and its 
trimmings, then you've perpetrated the 
heinous crime of geographic miscalcu- 
lation, and must serve four to six 
weeks at Kevin's Outreach program 
in Oklahoma. 

Von Erich reached into the Lincoln's 
glove box and pulled out a slab of Red. 
Man—if you discount trying to rip 
Chris Adams’ lungs out, then a chaw 
of tobacco and a biweekly beer serve 
as the lone Von Erich vices—but his 
teeth and gum deferred momentarily to 
his vocal chords and allowed the oldest 
Von Erich to creak along with the 


to the Garden alone, 

When the dew is still on the roses. 

The Voice 1 hear is calling me near, 

My Lord, My God, My Moses 

Kevin Von Erich sings spirituals, 
Loudly and without reservations, al- 
though hearing him sing and watching 
him wrestle leaves no doubt as to why 
he chose the latter as his present ca- 
reer, This parcel of information casts a 
prohibitive, if not grim image about 
the young man. Adjectives spring to 
mind that we don’t want to jibe, 
Forceful, dogmatic, good ol' bible 
touting, country & western, rednecked 
honky. Sorry, not this one. 

Fact is Kevin Von Erich likes The 
Rolling Stones. And he loves the dark, 
apocalyptic hymns of Jim Morrison and 
The Doors. He caters to outlaws, is 
inspired by the exploits of notorious 
hombres (lesse James being a personal 
favorite), and although practically a 
teetotaler and a man boastful of his 
calm outside the ring, he has found 
himself engaged in several conflicts in 
Several taverns around the country. 

To steal a phrase, Kevin Von Erich 
is an enigma wrapped inside a puzzle. 
His brother, Kerry, attempts to pin 
point the problem when he says, “The 
thing about Kevin is, well, it's that he's 
always thinking.” 

The Thinker. Here's an image that 
does mesh with Kevin’s lean and sleek 
physique. If Kerry is the Modern-Day 
Warrior, then his brother is the Spar- 
tan Warrior—half-fighter, half philoso- 
pher: a barefooted refugee from the 
ancient city-states. It is said that every 
man has two journeys to make 
through life. There is the outer jour- 
ney, with its various incidents and 
milestones; and there is the inner jour- 
ney, a spiritual Odyssey, with a secret 
history all its own. His journeys having 

(Continued on page 56) 


reached their crossroads, Kevin Von 
Erich must now decide what path his 
career will take. 

۰ 

“A man who is not ín his place is 
like a dislocated bone; he suffers and 
he causes suffering," Kevin Von Erici 
says as a prelude to conversation. He's 
Sitting on a swatch of ground on which 
he plans to build his study. The build- 
ing, blueprinted more in his mind tha 
on paper, is a half mile from the mai 
house and maintains a sweeping 360- 
degree view of the valley. “The library 
will be able to hold 15,000 volumes, 
he says. “TIL have to do something 
after I'm through wrestling. Maybe T1I 
write my memoirs.” 

Arguably in the prime of his career, 
Von Erich is nevertheless prepared for 
a future without wrestling. A badly 
aimed dropkick, an eye caught 
ringpost, a damaged knee, are occupa- 
tional hazards that Von Erich must live 
with five times a week 

But now he'd rather speak of his 
gym than the ghostly spectre of injury 
“Ie be attached to the library. I'm 
trying to lesen my dependence or 
weights, concentrating more on flexibil 
ity. Itl have Nautilus, though, for my 
friends. There'll be a swimming pool, 
an isolation tank, and a massa 
room, And a kitchen, where I'll be 
able to cook. Actually you can call it a 
library for the body.” 

That the mind and body will be 
pampered equally in the Von Erich 
study should come as no surprise 
While the perception of most profes- 
sional wrestlers is that of a dinosaur- 
sized brain fucing a gorilla-shaped 
body, Kevin Von Erich, intellectually 
and physically speaking, shatters such 
stereotypes. He might be the healthiest 
man in pro wrestling. His training regi- 
men contains two daily workouts. The 
first, occurring as the sun first peeks 
Over his Denton home, consists of a 
five-mile swim, followed by an hour of 
calisthentics, After a simple repast of 
fruit juice, cereal, and vitamin supple 
ments, Von Erich undergoes a deep- 
connective tissue massage, then an 
hour in the isolation tank, where his 
heartbeat is slowed and breathing be- 
comes more efficient 

After lunch, Von Erich puts in two. 
hours of weight training (down from 
3/4) and practices maneuvers before 
his evening’s match. Yet, as robust as 
Von Erich appears, he readily admits 
that in order to achieve real health, a 
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KEVIN VON ERICH 


(Continued from page 54) 


an must have purpose 
me purpose. 0 
be a world champion is my goal. If it 
wasn't 


wrestlers have but 


then I have no business wres- 
Ming," he says plainly 

In the past 12 months, Kevin Von 
Erich has wrestled Chris Adams 71 
times. Fifty-nine of those matches have 
taken place in Texas, and Von Erich's 
record in those contests taking place in 
his home state is 27-17, with 15 match- 
es ending in double-disqualification. In 
the other 12 matches, which have been 
fought in Boston, St. Louis, Isracl, 
and Mexico, Von Erich is 2-6, with 
four matches ending in double 
disqualification. 

When Kevin Von Erich speaks of 
dislocated bones, he is not offering us 
throwaway irrelevancies; his strenuous 
schedule does not allow for philosophic 
claptrap. As a student not only of pro: 
found thought, but also of classic liter- 
ature, Von Erich is aware of the heroic 
paradigm, rules that obligate the hero, 
champion to leave home in order to 
fulfill his destiny. It's just that Von 
Erich is experiencing a slight difficulty 
ing home part. 

ed as if 1 get mos of my 
th Von Erich 
says, his hands indicating his home, 
and, with a sweep of his arm, the 


Though Von Erich received tile matches with Ric 
Fiir in Texas (above), he realizes that he must 
leave his home state before he can reach his fut 
potential as an athlete, I his feud with Adam 
'ends (below), he might have the opportunity do 
what's best for his career. 


State. “I like to be around my family 
and my friends and my fans, yet 1 
know that if Pm ever to be taken seri 
ously as a championship contender, 1 
must go on the road. If Jesus Christ 
had stayed in Bethlehem, maybe no 
one ever would have heard of him." 


Before the letters spill into Dallas 
labeling Von Erich a blaspheme, let it 
be noted that Von Erich’s anal 
should not be taken literally. A medi 
tative, but not a religious man, Von 
Erich's respect for the Holy Spirit de- 
fies denomination. "Prayer is a per 
sonal matter. I don't need a priest or 
any other gaudy communicators. Just 
give me the bible and a quiet room. 
And believe you me, I've been up a lot 
of nights wondering what the heck to 
do. | know I won't be happy, truly 
happy, until hit the road and test my 
limits, So far I've been kidding myself 
I've been unhappily engaged in the art 
of self-deception, which I consider to 
be one of the cardinal sins. 
To have been blessed with this 
ability and not to develop it fully is a 
W's murder. When I think of 
those less physically fortunate, when I 
think of David and how I wish he 
could have had more time, then 1 get 
very frustrated. I'll not have these skills 
forever. The time to act is drawing 

F. Scott Fitzgerald once remarked 
that the test of a truly first-rate intelli 
gence is the ability to hold as possible 
two ‘opposed ideas. Von 
Erich's record against Adams supports 
his claims about the importance of 
home. Yet, Texas, beloved Texas, will 
turn out to be Kevin Von Erich's Wa 
terloo should he choose to remain be 
tween its geographic sheets. 

Even his family recognizes it. "Ke 
vin's been chafing now for a couple of 
years as far as I can tell," says Kerry 

He just hasn't had a real opportunity 
to get out. His feud with Adams be- 
came an obsession for him. Thank 
3od that seems to be winding down. 
And then Mike got sick and it was 
impossible for him to leave." 

“As much as I hate to say it, I think 
the best thing for Keyin—in terms of 
personal fulfillment—would be to le 
town for a while, Don't write. Don't 
call. I'd be tough for any of us broth- 
ers to do that, but Kevin will never be 
happy until he goes out on his own. 

1 don't think Kevin has 
skimmed the surface of his abilities. If 
he got selfish with his time instead of 
worrying so much about everyone else, 
God knows what he'd be capable of 

Von Erich’s ring skills, a nonpareil 
blend of speed, strength, strategy, and 
stamina, are being diminished through 
the dulling repetitiveness of his oppo 
ments. The road, the much mytholo- 
sired, highly celebrated road of Ameri 
can letters beckons him. Self-discovery 
or self-deception: Kevin Von Erich’s 
choices have never been so clear. 
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CROSSFIRE 


alone with Sir Oliver Humperdink, a 
man for whom you have very little 
love lost. 

EE: Nice question, Bill, a rare com: 
pliment to a man for whom I have 
very litle love lost. 

JR: Humongous is just like The Bar- 
baran. Young and foolish. They 
think they know everything. 
They're gonna find out that the edu- 
cation they receive in the ring 
might be fatal. It used to be that the 
rookies—didn't matter whether they 
were scientific or buttkickers—had 
respect for the veterans, if, for no 
other reason than they could beat 
‘em bloody. Now these kids come in 
big and strong, weighing 300 
pounds, standing 6'6" and they fig- 
ure they can do as they please. 
There's a helluva lot more to this 
game than beef, my friend. I'd stack 
a vet against a rookie eight days a 
week. 

EE: So, Jake, I see where you have 
been wearing the same kind of mask 
Humongous does. You guys always 
shop at the same stores? 

JR: This guy thinks he's really 
Something, doesn't he Bill? 

BA: (Shrugs shoulders) 


(Continued from page 18) 


fl 
Roberts reaches back to snapmare Humongous. 
Recently Jake has taken to wearing a plastic 
mask to offset Humongous’ advantage, 


Houston officials won't outlaw it, the 
only sensible thing for me to do is 
fight fire with fire. If you see any- 
thing wrong with that, Ellner, Td 
have to say you're stupider than 
you look. 

EE: Maybe one more serious ques- 
tion before I leave for more civilized 
environs. Do you think, Jake, that 
you'll be wanting a piece of Butch 
Reed and his North American title? I 
know you two were never friendly in 
the past, but maybe now that you've 
had this change of attitude, you'd be 
more hesitant to fight a crowd pleas- 
er like Reed. 

JR: My first priority right now is 
Tunning Humongous and Humper- 
dink out of the territory. I haven't 
given the North American title 
much thought, but I can tell you if it 
becomes a priority it won't matter 
who is the champion. I'm a profes- 
sional wrestler. Friendships end 
when I touch canvas. Of course I 
would wrestle Butch Reed. Like I 
said, though, titles are of secondary 
importance. I want some young 
wrestlers around here to leam the 
meaning of the word respect. 

BA: A word that we've always asso- 
ciated with Jake Roberts. Thanks for 
joining us here today. 


Suddenly, McMahon's wrestlers were 
in Japan, Australia, Los Angeles, Cana- 
da, Texas, and Mexico. 

McMahon began his media ram- 
page, negotiating his shows on to sev- 
eral major cable networks and dozens 
of local affiliates. McMahon took out 
bold, full-page ads in advertising trade. 
publications seeking corporate 
sponsorship. 

He conceived and hosted the Wres- 
tling TNT show, the first show ever to 
reveal a lighter side to professional 
wrestling. He got the WWF on to NBC 
and put a cartoon adventure show of 
his wrestlers on CBS, the first time in 
30 years that wrestling had been on 
network television. 

His merchandising techniques have 
placed his logo on dolls, T-shirts, jack- 
ets, frisbees, keychains and dozens of 
other items in stores throughout the 
country. What you must decide is 


YOU DECIDE 
(Continued from page 45) 


whether these changes have helped 
or hurt the sport of professional wres- 
ing. Following are three pros and 
cons surrounding the issue to help 
you form your own opinion on McMa- 
hon's involvement. Evaluate them and 
then fill out the accompanying ballot. 
Results will appear in the Summer is- 
sue of Wrestling 86. 


VINCE McMBHON HAS HELPED 
‘THE SPORT OF WRESTLING 
Innovation. Cyndi Lauper managing 
Wendi Richter to the Women's World 
title in a match MTV devoted an entire 
hour of prime time to cover live. Mr. T 
as part of WrestleMania's main event 
Hulk Hogan and Magnificent Muraco 
on Search For Tomorrow. McMahon's 
willingness to test the waters of other 
fields of entertainment has made wres- 
ing more popular than ever. Other 


VALETS HAVE NO PLACE IN PRO WRESTLING 


Break out the classifieds, ladies, put on your best face and your walking 
shoes. Our readers voted by the overwhelming margin of 21 in favor of 
having valets abolished from professional wrestling. And those responding 
against were vehement in their condemmations of the lady aids 

‘Mrs. M. DeFreitas of Irvington, New Jersey, began her letter with the ques- 
tion: “What is the matter? I am ashamed to see women without any pride 
being used as valets. Are these men not good enough to meet other men in 
the ring by themselves? They need a women half their size and with twice 
their courage to stand in front of them. These women have no pride to 
associate with men like that. If I were their opponent, I would sock them right 
square in the mug. It wouldn't be punching a woman, it would be punching a 
shameless broad.” 

“Valets min the sport's competitive balance,” penned Brad Epstein, writing 
from New York City. "The only purpose they serve is a disruptive one and we 
have enough of that it wrestling already.” 

Tampa, Florida native Ruth Minzer felt the same way. "Ive never seen a 
valet offer anything constructive to a match," she wrote. “Their very existence 
is illegal. They should be outlawed.” 

Cliff Shapiro of Chicago sided with the valets. “They are colorful and a 
pleasure to look at. Give me Miss Elizabeth over Kamala anytime. I think they 
are a necessary part of the madness that is professional wrestling.” 


| Mail ballo to: You Decide/ Wrestling 86 
Box 48, Rockville Centre, New York 11571 


l 
| (Vince McMahon is helping wrestling 
| () Vince McMahon is hurting wresting 


promoters can no longer rest on their 
laurels, McMahon's product has creat- 
ed a standard that others in the sport 
must live up to or else the fans will go 
across the street 

Merchandising. Baseball has its 
trading cards, football its pennants, 
basketball its sneakers. Vince McMa- 
hon has now provided wrestling fans 
with a comucopia of merchandise for 
their enjoyment. The recognition that 
the products provide serve as adver- 
tsement and contribute to the sports 
popularity. The profit they provide al- 
lows McMahon to experiment with 
other exciting angles. 

Wrestling. Between the record al- 
bums, the sweatshirts, and the car 
toons lie the wrestlers themselves. The 
WWF boasts one of the deepest ros 
ters in the country and this is due to 
‘McMahon's willingness to spend mon 
ey on top talent and the desire that 
many wrestlers have in coming to an 
area where they feel they will receive 
the most national attention 


VINCE McMAHON 

1S HURTING WRESTLING 
eImage. McMahon has taken a re- 
vered wrestling federation and tumed 
it into a circus freak show. Men in- 
volved in violent feuds have swal- 
lowed their pride to appear together 
im videos, on records, and television. 
By emphasizing pie fights, weddings, 
and other Bozo-esque concepts, M 
Mahon has done an injustice to a 
proud sport. Absolute power and a 
big checkbook corrupts absolutely. 
The new fans who McMahon panders 
to with the likes of Mr. T, Cyndi 
Lauper, and his TNT talk show are ce- 
Jebrity mongers, not wrestling fans. 
© Overexposure, The WWF is too 
much of a bad thing. The mockery it 
has made of professional wrestling can 
be seen around the world several 
times a day. No sport can sustain that 
kind of saturation and will develop to 
ihe point where fans wil no longer 
desire the sport at all. 
Merchandising. This category is a 
two-sided coin, and if McMahon had 
his wish, you can bet that the tails side 
would feature a likeness of Hulk Ho- 
gan. Wrestling in the WWF has taken 
a back seat to its products. McMahon 
has made wrestling respectable and 
alluring to the non-wresting fan, while 
making the real wrestling fans seem 
like nothing more than purchasing 
agents. 


Wrestling 9 


"And Rick Martel's an apple. A te- 
dious mistake of a champion. He's 
BBBBBBBOOOOOOORRRRRRR 

"SHADDUP!" It was an elderly man, 
at the next table. He sported a wilted 
porkpie hat, battered tweeds, and a 
dipon navy blue bowtie. His voice 
was commanding gravel, even louder 
than that of Stan Hansen's Executive 
Business Associate, It looked like all he 
was eating was coffee. 

Stan Hansen's Executive Business 
Associate blanched. With all Midwest 
ern eyes upon him, he reached in his 
pocket, took out a $20 bill, and then 
crumpled up poor Andy Jackson and 
stuffed him right into the wet, half. 
eaten compote. “I don't have to take 
any crap,” he muttered, grabbing his 
coat and slamming on his fedora. “I's 
laxi time." He sped past the counter 
line and snagged a cab before anyone 
could say, “Big Bad Man from Borg 
Texas.’ 


As we go to press, Rick Martel bar 
rels into his second anniversary as 
AWA World champion. History de- 
mands a fair share of his title. 

Martel is a fine champion. His wres- 
lling ability is mighty fine. Superlative 
Innovative. His atomic drop/suplex has 
revolutionized the sport. In the past, 
fans have analyzed atomic drops and 
thought, Why not a suplex?” Martel 
has found the happy medium between 
the two maneuvers, which begin iden- 
tically. BANG down the soles of the 
feet and spine and BANG down back 
ard on the back of the neck and 
head. Pintall 

Most important, he is an exceptional 
defensive wrestler. You can't be a true. 
world champion if you can't stun with 
a counter and baffle them blind. 

Rick Martel is brilliant He's smart. 
Strong. Pretty, assuredly. All in all, a 
model champion, huh? 

But what does history give him? 
How does he measure up against hon- 
orable and dishonorable champions, 
past and present? When they tap out 
the final scrolls of wrestling antiquity 
where will he stand? How close to the 
sky will his niche ascend? 

A champion demands opposition. 
Martel will never enjoy a true 
championship reign without true op- 
position. Without blood and insomnia. 
Without cigarette-bleached | nervous 
fingers. Without all traces of tender- 
ness shortcicuited by singleminded 
aggression. Without a great challenger 
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HANSEN/MARTEL 


(Continued from page 40) 


Hansen, Martes most dangerous challenger, wil 
sing the cowbell at he Bloody champion aher 
connecting with a sold right 

a starving challenger ... without a 
man who'd chew his mother's kidneys 
for the title 

Without Stan Hansen, 

The man's a maniac,” warns Greg 
Gagne. "Completely bonkers. Hed 
sooner break Ricky's neck than win 
the title. I've dealt with maniacs like 
this guy before~Bruiser Brady 
snapped my leg for the heck of it and 
the money of it and put me out of 

months. 1 had 
never seen evil in a man's face before 
that. 1 see it again, now, in Hansen's 
face. Believe you me, if Ricky takes on 
a series of matches with that looney 
cowboy, he'll wind up in a hospital 
somewhere! 

7 remember Stan when he just 
wanted to cripple people,” says Larry 
“He collected X-rays of the 
necks he broke, and kept them in his 
gym bag. When | would drive to 
matches with him, he'd take out the 
bag and pet it when he was bored— 
purring over it and caressing it. | 
could see the tender, loving side of a 
man they call an animal. He just want- 
ed to maim people—that's what he got 
paid to do, so what the hell's wrong 
with that? But he's changed since 
then—I guess he's broken too many 
necks, and now he's jaded. He wants 


commission for nine 


Zbyszko. 


a world championship. Almost as bad- 
ly as 1 do, 


So who is Stan Hansen's Executive 
Business Associate? And why is a 
Wrestling 86 associate editor taking 
lunch with him? 

Hansen hates managers. He's had 
trouble with them in the past, He nev 
er forgave Freddie Blassie for going to. 
Japan. The King of Men, ordinarily an 
excellent psychological tactician with 
his charges, accepted a multimillion 
dollar deal to train Muhammad Ali for 
the abortive 1976 boxerawrestler bout 
With Antonio Inoki when Hansen 
faced a crucial WWE title match with 
Bruno Sammartino. Bruno was making 
a difficult comeback from his Hansen. 
inflicted broken neck, and Stan en- 
joyed his best chance of winning a 
world title to date. Without his manag- 
er, though, he entered the ring unpre- 
pared, and suffered the consequences. 

Stan Hansen learned the value of 
independence the hard way, via the 
vengeful crunch of Bruno's boot. Since 
then, he has been his own manager 
and hired a succession of 
moneychangers to handle his earnings, 
The Executive Business Associate is the 
latest in a long line of glorified agents, 
but this EBA is different. Instead of 
making the cowboy megabucks with a 
concentrated travel schedule—three 
months here, three months there—he 
has convinced Hansen that he can 


make the most money by winning a | 
world title 

Stan Hansen is a vagabond of the 
squared circle. He loves beating grown. 
men into à bloody pulp, and moving 
on. He's like the Man with No Name 
in Sergio Leone spaghetti Westerns, 
except he travels the motel to motel 
route, diner to diner, instead of fran- | 
tier town to town. Another day, anoth- 
er convenience inn with the marked 
towels and automatic locks and sani- 
tized toilet seats and Gideon Bibles 
sharing drawers with nothing. | 

“You'd think a big badass like he 
says he is would go out every night 
and stomp all over the local bars 
says one of Hansen's few close friends 
in wrestling, etag team partner Ole 
Anderson. "But he's a loner. He cher- 
‘shes solitude. Hell set up in those 
Holiday Inns all night listening to his 
old country tapes—he lugs a case 
around of the old stuff, Hank and 
Lefty Frizzell and old honky-tonk stuff 
like that—and just sit there going over 
his scouting reports 

"Sure, he says his hobby is snap- 
ping necks. But he makes sure he 
knows how to go about doing it, He 
knows how to weaken his man to 
break him at the right time. 

you ask me, Martel doesn't have 

a chance against Stan. Stan wants a 
title more than ever. He'll put him in 
traction, buddy!” 


Stan Hansen wasn’t talking to us. 
He's had his media gripes. He said the 
last interview he did for our publica 
tions (for the Spring 1986 issue of 
Wrestling Superstars) was all the gar. | 
bage he'd take from the press for at 
least a year 

Rick Martel was talking, though. A 
ttle. ^ dont wish to reveal my state | | 
gy before | do away with this evi 
fool," he told us, “So 1 respectiully | Û 
decine your Request foran interview | Î 
about Mr, Hansen. But | will admit | | 
that | perceive him to be ... unusually | | 
dangerous. 1 can avoid the lariat; itis | | 
‘easier to defend against than a cork- | 
screw — neckbreaker or other | | 
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neckbreakers. But men like Jim Garvin, | | Please send me the back issues I've checked. | enclose $3.00 for each 
Larry Zbyszko, and Nick Bockwinkel | | issue I've ordered. 

were dirty, but scientific, This sadistic | | Print your name and address clearly 

Texan is a brawler, and let's just say | | 

... I've had to adjust my tactics. I'm | 
Sorry, but that is all 1 can divulge right 


now.” 
e I 

He's on the road, and the room's 
predictably bland but comfortable. 
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"WRESTLER ANNUAL 
‘This special collection of the most requested stories published in The Wrestler 
includes two fabulous color pinups in each issue. 


wares 
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Each collection includes a spectacular four page full-color section. 
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HANSEN/MARTEL 


(Continued from page 61) 


The Bad Man From Borger rides the champion Hike 
he would a bucking bronco, Hansen plans ۵ 
break Martel and walk away with his AWA World 
le belt 


Nonetheless, Rick Martel squirms be 
tween the sheets at 2 am. He knows 
Stan Hansen is sleeping under the 
same roo. A man who promises to 
mail him handicapped parking permits 
after he's through with him. 

The champion is caught in a tortur- 
ous alpha state: dreaming nightmares 
without sleeping, slightly aware of his 
surroundings. He turns over on his 
back and tries snoozing that way. Part 
of him relaxes. Suddenly, a soft blow 
ties off consciousness, and he's up 
against Hansen. He can't move. He's 
been hit with the lariat, hard. He's fall 
en on his face and tried to crawl out 
of the ring. Hansen drags him back in 
by the feet, shredding his broad back 
with mat burns. His head dangles pre- 
cariously over the ring apron, by the 
neck. Hansen hops down to the floor 
and sneers at him. He spits in Martel's 
petrified face and roars. He lifts his 
right arm, wielding the fortified ham- 
mer of his elbow pad. Screeches rip 
through the crowd. Decapitation 
looms. Cripple ... end career ... neck 
at apron ... too dazed to beg for mer- 
cy ... CRACK! ... snapped ... blood 
chokes his breath ... can't move . 

Rick Martel starts up in bed, wide 
awake with panic. He turns over on 
his belly and buries his face in the 
pillow's starch. He knows a champi- 
on's fear. 


INFOCENTER 


BEST BY MAIL 


Do you have a wrestling history question? A question about wrestling’s 

current events? How about a technical question regarding the rules of the 

sport? In each issue, Wrestling 86's research department will provide the 
‘answers. Send your questions to: 


InfoCenter 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


a 1 just finished reading the Win- 
m ter issue of Wrestling 85, and it 
was great. The "Golden Moment" of 
Gorgeous George was one of the 
best I have two questions for your 
magazine, First, are there any books 
on the life of Gorgeous George? And 
my second question is: When did he 
pass away? Thank you —Dolores Gorr, 
‘Sheboygan, WI 
a There are no books that de- 
im vote themselves solely to Gor- 
geous George that we're aware of 
We do suggest, however, that you 
check your local library for informa- 
tion, including these two fine histories 
of professional wrestling that cover the 
era of Gorgeous George in consider- 
able detail: Graeme Kent's A Pictorial 
History Of Wrestling (1968, Spring 
Books) and Joe Jares’ Whatever Hap- 
pened To Gorgeous George? (1914, 
Prentice Hall Inc) Gorgeous George 
was bom George Wagner in Nebras- 
Xa in 1915 and grew up in Houston. In 
1860 he had his name legally changed 
to Gorgeous George. He died Decem- 
ber 26, 1963, 
ıa In the Fal issue of Wrestling 
85, I read a letter written by 
Joanne Ward. She wrote that Paul El- 
lering has the world record for the 
dead lit He lifted 7453 pounds in 
1976. I looked up in the Guiness Book 
of World Records that a man by the 
name of Paul Anderson has the 
record. Is Paul Elering's real name 
Paul Anderson?—Gearge McKliptok, 
Brooldyn, NY 
a No, they are two different men. 
a Anderson was a superheavy- 
weight, while Elering was a heavy- 
weight We dont know if Elering's 
record has been broken since 1976, 
but at that time he did hold the world 
dead lif record for his weight class. 
Also in that year, Ellering was a na- 
tional weightlifting champion and a na- 
tional collegiate weightifing champi- 
on. Paul Anderson (whose dead lit 


record is 820 pounds) later went on to 
become a professional wrestler. He 
wrestled in the late '805 and early '60s, 
and at one time had a feud with Bruno 
‘Sammartino. 

Could you tell me when Dick 

e Briser and Crusher 
Lisowski first started wrestling profes- 
sionally, and are they stil wrestling 
today?—Michael Lippay, Panorama, 
South Austalia 

As any good AWA fan knows, 

Bruiser and Crusher are stil in 
the thick of the mat action; remarkable 
after so many years in the ring. Dick 
“The Bruiser’ Afis played college 
football at Purdue and went on to play 
five years of pro football with the 
Green Bay Packers at ofensive left 
tackle. (He was voted team captain in 
1963 and 1954) The 6/oot, 255-pound 
Bruiser (boasting 20inch biceps and a 
‘S6inch expanded chest) made his pro 
debut in 1954. Reggie “Crusher” 
Lisowski first stepped into the ring in 
Chicago's Marigold Gardens in 1947 
when he defeated a 280-pound oppo- 
nent in one fall 

ıa Sometimes Tl see one wrestler 

cover another wrestler for the 

l, but then repeatedly pull his 
shoulders up before the three count is 
made. Is there anything in the 
rulebook that allows for a disqualifica- 
tion because of this?—Hunter Jones, 
Kew Gardens, NY 

A review of the Official Rules 

Of Professional Wrestling pub- 
lished by the NWA reveals that there 
are no oficial standards set down for 
this particular instance. However, Sec- 
tion Il, paragraph 2, subsection (b) of 
the mules states that a referee may, “at 
his discretion, stop a match to prevent 
serious injury to a participant” If a 
vwrestier has his opponent beaten, yet 
continues to pull his shoulders off the 
mat in order to administer more pun- 
ishment, itis up to the referee's dis- 
cretion to halt the match. 
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RATINGS 


Ratings for the Top 10 and for Tag Teams are based on 
wordost records for the past month, quality of opposition, 
and the inherent skill of each wrestier. Most Hated and 
‘Most Popular ratings are based on nationwide surveys of 
wrestling fans and on mail that comes to our offices. Other 
categories are compiled with the assistance of wrestlers, 
promoters, and reporters, with the number one positions 
being awarded to the major champion in each regional 
category as of press time. 


TOP10 


TAG TEAMS 


1—THE ROAD WARRIORS 
No. 1 contenders to AWA and NWA World tag team tiles 
2HIVAN & NIKITA KOLOFF 
NWA Word tag tam champions 
3—GREG VALENTINE & BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 
WWE Work tag team champions 
4—JIM GARVIN & STEVE REGAL 
AWA Word tag team champions 


‘S—CHRIS ADAMS & GINO HERNANDEZ 
No, 1 contenders fo Word Class tag team tile 


1—RIC FLAIR. 6—TULLY BLANCHARD 
2î enol, M بت ین‎ | -OLE & ARN ANDERSON d 
2—RICK MARTEL 7—RICK STEAMBOAT ۳ 
236, Quebec Ciy. متسه‎ 2a) Hossa M 7-WAHOO MeDANIEL & BILLY JACK HAYNES 
3-HULK HOGAN S-MAGNM TA. 8—DAVEY BOY SMITH & DYNAMITE KID 
302, Venice Baach, CA 205, Chestpssits, VA No. 1 contenders to WWF tag team title 
4—TITO SANTANA 9—NIKITA ۴ 9—STEVE KEIRN & STAN LANE 
تب‎ Mesum TX 1275, Moscow, Ras 
5—TERRY TAYLOR. 10—KERRY VON ERICH " 
225, Vero Beach, FL 20, Denion, TX Berk بسن‎ ee 
NWA AWA 
World Champion: RIC FLAIR 243, Minneapolis. MN World Champion: RICK MARTEL 235, Quebec City, Quebec 
1—TULLY BLANCHARD 6—NIKITA KOLOFF 1—SGT. SLAUGHTER 6—SCOTT HALL 
235, San Antono, TX 275. Moscow. Raus 310. Pars isard. SC 290, Mrmetpols, MN 
2—TERRY TAYLOR 7—WAHOO McDANIEL 2—STAN HANSEN 7—NICK BOCKWINKEL 
225, Vero Banc FL وم‎ Matan, TX 322. Boner TX 245, Bevery Hs GA 
3—DUSTY RHODES HARLEY RACE 3—LARRY ZBYSZKO 8—BORIS ZUKHOV 
302 Ais TX 253, Kansas ly, MO 248. Pash PA 254, Leningrad, Russia 
4—KERRY VON ERICH 9—RICK RUDE 4-11۷ GARVIN 9—GREG GAGNE 
280. Dent, TX 246 rbtorsda. MN 25, Tampa FL 220. Robbinsdale. MN 
5—MAGNUM T.A. 10—LANCE VON ERICH 5—MICHAEL HAYES 10—CURT HENNIG 
AG Chesapoahe, VA 28 Datas 25 Marea GA 235, Menenpols MN 
WWF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
World Champion: HULK HOGAN 302. venice Beach, CA 1—TULLY BLANCHARD 6—RONNIE GARVIN 
1—TITO SANTANA 235, Sar Antonio, TX 231, Montreal, Queboc 
245, Mission, TX 253, Brandon, FL 2—TERRY TAYLOR TIMMY VALIANT 
2—RANDY SAVAGE 7—TERRY FUNK 225 Vero Beach. FL 951, New York, NY 
245, Sarasota, FL 247, Amarilo. TX 3—DUSTY RHODES 8—SAM HOUSTON 
3—RODDY PIPER 8—KING KONG BUNDY 302 Austin, TX 218, Waco, TX 
231, Scotland 446, Atlantic City, NJ 4—NIKITA KOLOFF 9—SUPERSTAR GRAHAM 


4—MAGNIFICENT MURACO —— 9—JUNKYARD DOG 275, Moscow, Russia 260, Paradise Valley, AZ 
274, Sunset Beach, HA 260, Now Orleans, LA 10—BILLY JACK HAYNES 
5—RICK STEAMBOAT 10—10HN STUDD 245, Portand, OR 
238, Honolulu, Hi 364, Washington. OC 


WORLD CLASS 


1—RICK RUDE 6—ICEMAN PARSONS 
246, Robbinsdale, MN 242 St Lous, MO 
2—BRIAN ADIDAS —CHRIS ADAMS 


238, Denton, TX 
3—KERRY VON ERICH 


230, Sratíort, England 
8—LANCE VON ERICH 


280, Denton, TX. 245, Datas 
4—GINO HERNANDEZ 9—KABUKI 
224, Houston, TX 252 Singapore 


10—THE MISSING LINK 
273, parts unknows 


5—KEVIN VON ERICH 
239, Denton, TX 


1—BUTCH REED. 6—STEVE WILLIAMS. 

265, Kansas Ciy. MO. 295, Tulsa, OK 
2—DICK SLATER 7—DICK MURDOCH 

235, Tampa, FL 270, Waxahachie, TX 
3—HACKSAW DUGGAN 8—BUZZ SAWYER 

280, Glens Fals, NY 240, St Petersburg, FL 
4—TED DiBIASE. 9—HUMONGOUS 

267, Omaha, NB 318, parts unknown 
S—JAKE ROBERTS 10—EDDIE GILBERT 


222, Lexington, TN 
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RATINGS 


For period ended November 19, 1985 


FLORIDA 


1—WAHOO McDANIEL. 
280, Midland, TX 
2—KENDALL WINDHAM 
220, Sweetwater, TX 
3—KEVIN SULLIVAN 
239, Boston, MA 
4—BARRY WINDHAM 
296, Sweetwater, TX 
5—MIKE GRAHAM 


229, Tampa. FL 


6—BLACKIACK MULLIGAN 


‘Sweetwater. TX 


230, St Petersburg, FL 


1—8ILL DUNDEE 

214, Melbourne, Australa 
2—IERRY LAWLER 

234, Memphis, TN 
3—DUTCH MANTEL 

242, Bucksnorth, TN 


6—PHIL HICKERSON 

238, Jackson, TN 
7—KOKO WARE 

229, Union City, TN. 
8—STAN LANE 

219, Del Ray, Florida 
S—TARRAS BULBA 

7. Outer Mongolia 

10-7010 YAMAMOTO 

230, Tokyo, Japan. 


CONTINENTAL 


1—THE FLAME 

305, parts unknown 
2—EXOTIC ADRIAN STREET 

227, South Wales 
3—TOMMY RICH 

238, Hendersonvile, TN 
4—IIMMY GOLDEN 

294, Montgomery, AL 
5—ROBERT FULLER 


238, Dyresburg, TN 


6—BRAD ARMSTRONG 

206, Marietta, GA 
7—ROBERTO SOTO 

231, San Juan, Puerto Fico| 
8—THE BULLET 

234, pars unknown 
9—8ILL ASH 


224, Pans, AK 


10—ROY WELCH 


224, Tampa, FL 


NORTHWEST 


260, Memphis, TN 
3-10001006 MORETTI 
45. Bose, ID 
4—MEGA. MAHARISHI 
280, Portland, OF 
5-SCOTT DORING 


270, Minneapolis, MN 


6—STEVE PARDEE 
232, San Mateo, CA 
7—CHRIS COLT 
230, San Fransisco, CA 
—ALEXIS SMIRNOFF 
265, Russia 
9—RIP OLIVER. 


245, Tampa 


MOST POPULAR 


1—HULK HOGAN 
302 Venice Bauch, CA 
2—DUSTY RHODES 


302, Austin, TX 


6—RICK MARTEL 
295, Quebec Ciy. Quebec 
—KEVIN VON ERICH 
239, Denton, TX 


MOST HATED 


1—RIC FLAIR. 
243, Minneapolis 
2—RODDY PIPER 


231, Glasgow, Scotland 


6—CHRIS ADAMS. 
230, Stratford, England. 
7—TULLY BLANCHARD 
235, San Antonio, TX 


8—HACKSAW DUGGAN 
245, Chesapeake, VA 280, Now York 
4—RICK STEAMBOAT 9—TITO SANTANA 
238. Honolulu, HI 25, 


5—TERRY TAYLOR 10—SGT. SLAUGHTER 


Varo 0, Paris sland, SC 


3—MAGNUM T.A. 


Mission, TX 


8—NIKITA KOLOFF 

76, Moscow, Russia 
9—RICK RUDE 

246, Robbinsdale, MN 
10-۸۷ 

24 


3-MAGNIFICENT MURACO 
74, Sunset Beach, HI 


DIBIASE 


ANALYSIS 


A new category: This issue marks 
the first edition of Wrestling 86 (or 
Wrestling 85, as we used to be known) 
that includes ratings for the Continental 
Championship Wrestling area, some- 
times known as the Southeast. 

Continental ratings will occupy the 
space formerly held by ratings for the 
Missouri area. The Southeast Continen- 
tal champion (The Flame, as of press 
time) will be rated in the number one 
‘spot in that category. 

Still so awesome: Although The 
Road Warriors no longer hold the AWA 
World tag team tile, they do hold on to 
the number one spot in our ratings 
Ranked as the number one contenders 
to both the NWA and AWA tag team 
belts, Hawk and Animal continue to 
maintain an excellent ring record de- 


The Flame vs. Tommy Rich 


ir ILfated meeting with Jim 
id Steve Regal Likewise, the 

number one contenders in the Mid- 
Southern region. Steve Keim and San 


lane, are rated above current chamy 
‘ons Bill Dundee and Dutch Mantel. And 
Steve Wiliams and Ted DiBiase, the 
top contenders in the Mid South, are 
ranked above Eddie Gilbert and The 
Nightmare. 

Note that at the top of these ratings, it 
says that tag teams are ranked on the 
basis of "wondost records for the past 
month, quality of opposition, and the in- 
herent skill of each wrestler." This is- 
sue's ratings exemplify the fact that the 
champions in the Top 10 singles and 
tag team categories need not be rated 
above their challengers. 

The address for mail: Let us know 
what you think of our ratings. Send your 
‘comments to: Ratings Analysis c/o 
Wrestling 86, Box 48, Rockville Centre, 
NY 11571 7 


THIS JUSTIN... 


The Pro Wrestling Illustrated "Achievement '85'' award winners were 
announced in the current issue of our sister publication. 
Professional wrestling's most prestigious fan ballot drew nearly 
60,000 respondents this year and accounted for some interesting 
selections. Ric Flair captured Wrestler of the Year honors for the 
Second straight year, while The Road Warriors won an unprecedented 
third straight Tag Team of the Year award. In addition, the 
"Achievement 85۲ awards saw the following winners in these 
categories: Most Popular Wrestler-Hulk Hogan; Most Hated Wrestler— 
Roddy Piper; Manager of the Year-Jim Cornette; Rookie of the Year— 
The Barbarian; Most Improved Wrestler—Steve William Inspirational 
Wrestler of the Year-Mike Von Erich; Match of the Year-Hulk Hogan 
and Mr. T vs. Roddy Piper and Paul Orndorff. Full details of the 
"Achievement '85'' awards are presented in the special March 1986 


year-end double issue of Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


Mike Von Erich was hospitalized again following an automobile 
accident in Texas. Von Erich, recently recovered from a near-fatal 
bout with toxic shock syndrome, was driving along a two-lane 
highway in the rain when, as he was rounding a curve, his car 
skidded into the other lane and hit the roadside curb. As the car 
started to flip, Mike was thrown from the auto and landed clear of 
the car. He was taken to Lewisville Memorial Hospital just outside 
Of Denton, Texas, and was admitted for observation. After 24 hours, 
Mike was sent home having only sustained bruises. 


Billy Jack Haynes has Signed a group of open contracts with NWA 
promoters in the World Championship area. Haynes’ intention is to 
Obtain a series of matches against U.S. heavyweight champion Tully 
Blanchard. As we go to press, however, Blanchard has refused to 
sign a contract to meet Haynes. "First of all, Billy Jack Haynes 
has got to prove to me that he is worthy of a title shot," 
Blanchard told Wrestling 86. "He has a reputation preceding him, 
but I think that's all he is, is reputation." Haynes has appealed 
to NWA President Bob Geigel to force Blanchard to sign at least one 
match contract. Haynes continues to hold the U.S. tag team title 
with Wahoo McDaniel in Florida. 


WWE fans are gearing up for what could be the most formidable 
Challenge yet to Hulk Hogan's heavyweight championship in the 
person of ''Macho Man'' Randy Savage. In recent weeks, Savage has 
made a habit out of running into the ring during Hogan's matches 
and attacking the Hulkster from behind. Two of the most noted 
incidents occurred in Long Island's Nassau Coliseum, where Savage 
ran in during Hogan's match with Jesse Ventura (nobody, 

incidentally, ran out to save Hogan) and in Poughkeepsie, New York, 
during a taping of WHF wrestling where Savage ran in and attacked 
Hogan during his match with Rusty Brooks. From the looks of things 
already, the war between Hulkamania and Machomania will likely be a 
long and violent one. 
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